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FOREWORD 

1406292 

This  book  is  a  collection  of  records,  data,  and  information  on  the 
Ancestors  and  Descendants  of  one  branch  of  the  Sawhill  family.  It  traces 
this  branch  of  the  family  from  the  arrival  in  America  of  the  immigrant 
Sawhill  from  England,  covering  a  period  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  to  the  present  time.  Records  of  the  wives  of  the  Sawhills,  and 
their  families,  are  also  included.  The  book  is  divided  into  three  parts: 

PART  I  -  The  Sawhill  Ancestors. 

PART  II  -  Ancestors  Of  The  Wives  Of  The  Sawhills . 

PART  III  -  The  Descendants  Of  James  Alexander  Sawhill. 

The  collection  and  compilation  of  this  information  has  extended  over 
a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years.  During  this  time  we  have  searched  in 
mary  libraries,  including  the  Congressional  and  the  D.A.R.,  in  Washington 
and  in  many  libraries  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Chicago,  and  elsewhere. 
We  have  made  several  trips  to  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  to 
Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  to  check  the  Courthouse  records  for  wills  and 
deeds,  look  through  cemeteries,  visit  old  homesteads,  and  interview  older 
living  relatives  and  friends  of  the  families. 

We  have  been  unable  to  find  any  book,  or  even  a  reference,  regarding 
the  Sawhills,  in  any  of  the  libraries  in  which  we  searched.  It  was  nec¬ 
essary  to  start  from  the  present,  with  known  facts,  and  work  back  through 
the  earlier  generations,  to  get  the  stoiy  of  the  ancestors  covered  in 
this  book. 

We  have  picked  up  information  wherever  it  could  be  found:  from 
wills,  deeds,  tombstones,  court  records,  family  Bibles,  arny  records,  old 
letters  and  newspaper  clippings,  and  many  other  sources.  The  information 
included  herein  has  been  checked  and  evaluated,  and  we  believe  it  is  ac¬ 
curate  and  authentic.  In  some  cases  the  source  references  are  given,  but 
sources  are  too  numerous  for  all  to  be  included. 

The  information  concerning  present  and  recent  generations  was  secur¬ 
ed  directly  from  the  members  of  the  families,  and  we  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  those  who  have  so  generously  cooperated  with  us. 

These  records  are  not  complete;  no  Family  History  is  ever  complete. 
There  is  much  that  might  be  found,  given  enough  time  and  patience;  but 
both  our  time  and  patience  are  running  short,  so  we  are  submitting  what 
we  have,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  of  interest  to  both  the  present  and 
future  generations. 


582  Neff  Road, 

Grosse  Point e  30,  Mich. 
May,  1958. 


JESSE  W.  SHIELDS 
GRACE  DAGUE  SHIELDS 
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PREFACE 

tftmTmrrtHTfmTmrfmrrnmrrfi 


Writing  a  Family  History  is  an  enormously  complicated  job, 
because  it  involves  so  many  people  and  relationships .  A  mar¬ 
riage  does  not  merely  ’’add  one"  to  a  family;  it  "adds  one", 
together  with  all  of  his  or  her  antecedents,  who  become  the  an¬ 
cestors  of  those  who  follow. 

This  book  covers  a  mere  180  years,  a  span  of  only  seven 
generations  descending  from  Alexander  Sawhill.  It  by  no  means 
covers  all  of  his  descendants,  but  only  one  "line"  of  them. 
For  example,  he  had  twelve  children,  but  only  one  of  them  is 
followed  down;  his  son  James  had  ten  children,  only  one  of 
them  is  followed  down.  His  descendants,  through  seven  genera¬ 
tions,  number  thousands,  so  a  book  of  this  kind  is  necessarily 
limited  to  covering  a  few  dozens  of  "one  line". 

Perhaps  the  most  convenient  way  for  the  reader  to  gain  an 
understanding  of  what  this  book  is  about  is  to  carefully  exam¬ 
ine  the  "Family  Tree"  on  page  3,  and  the  "Outline"  on  pages  21 
and  22;  then,  when  reading  the  book,  occasionally  refer  to 
these  Charts,  which  clearly  indicate  where  each  person  "hangs" 
on  the  "family  tree". 

This  book  undertakes  to  trace  only  the  "direct  line"  of 
the  Ancestry  of  James  Alexander  Sawhill;  but  it  follows  "all 
of  the  lines"  of  his  Descendants.  Parts  I  and  II  trace  "back¬ 
ward"  from  him,  while  Part  III  traces  "forward"  from  him. 
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PART  I  The  Sawhill  Ancestors  Page  3 
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ANCESTORS 


o  f 


JAMES  ALEXANDER  SAWHILL 


*  *  * 


This  Section  covers  all  known  Sawhill 
Ancestors,  and  as  much  information  as 
is  available  regarding  their 
immediate  families 


NOTE-  Underscoring 
indicates  a  direct  ancestor 
of  JAMES  ALEXANDER  SAWHILL 
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where  the  story  of 
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TH3  FAMILY  OF 
ALEXANDER  and  MARY  NEEIY  SAWHILL 


ALEXANDER  SAWHILL 


There  is  no  known  authentic  record  of  Alexander  Sawhill' s  early  life, 
but  family  tradition  is  that  he,  with  his  parents  and  brother  William, 
came  to  this  country  from  Ireland  and  first  settled  in  eastern  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  The  1799  and  1800  assessments  lists  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  show 
Alexander  and  William  Sawhill  as  residents  of  Bart  Township.  The  1800 
records  spell  the  name  "Sachel".  The  1802  records  list  Alexander  ''Sahel" 
as  living  in  Sadsbury  Township. 

His  naturalization  papers  (Docket  No.  92)  dated  Sept.  28,  1802,  at 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  list  him  as  a  native  of  Ireland  bora  in  1777.  This  birth 
date  checks  with  the  information  on  his  tombstone.  When  he  took  the  nat¬ 
uralization  oath  he  swore  he  had  " . . . .  never  born  any  heriditary  title  or 
been  of  any  of  the  Orders  of  Nobility  in  the  country  from  which  he  came" . 

He  married  Mary  Neely  Sept.  28,  1795,  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  About  four 
years  later,  after  the  death  of  his  parents,  they  moved  to  Washington 
County,  in  the  southwest  comer  of  that  State.  He  first  located  in  Buf¬ 
falo  Township,  where  he  lived  a  few  years;  then  moved  to  West  Finley 
Township,  where  he  bought  a  115-acre  farm  on  which  he  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life.  His  farm  was  on  a  secondary  road  about  three  miles  east  of 
Claysville,  Pa.  His  brother  William  also  moved  from  Lancaster  to  Wash¬ 
ington  County  and  bought  a  farm  near  Alexander's. 


Alexander  donated  a  plot  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  his  farm  for  a 
school.  The  original  log  building  was  later  replaced  by  a  frame  building 
which  was  still  standing  when  visited  by  the  authors  in  1937.  There  wa s 
no  name  on  the  building  but  it  was  commonly  known  as  the  Sawhill  school. 

An  old  covered  bridge  over  a  nearby  stream  is  known  as  the  Sawhill  bridge. 

Alexander  and  his  wife  Mary  are  listed  as  "organizers"  of  the  South 
Buffalo  United  Presbyterian  Church,  which  was  started  in  1811.  This 
Church,  located  about  a  mile  from  the  Sawhill  farm,  is  still  active,  al¬ 
though  the  building  has  been  replaced  twice. 

Alexander  made  his  will  April  2h,  1837;  it  was  probated  at  the 
Courthouse  in  Washington,  Pa.  Sept.  25,  1837.  His  will  named  his  twelve 
living  children  and  specified  certain  sums,  varying  from  ten  to  four  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  to  be  given  to  them.  The  remainder  he  bequeathed  to  his 
wife  Mary  "during  her  widowhood",  stipulating  that  after  her  death  the 
property  should  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  divided  among  the  children; 
each  son  to  receive  twice  as  much  as  each  daughter.  He  also  bequeathed 
fifty  dollars  to  each  grandchild  named  Alexander  or  Mary. 

Alexander  Sawhill  died  Sept.  19,  1837  and  was  buried  in  the  South 
Buffalo  cemetery,  across  the  road  from  the  Church  he  helped  organize. 

His  stone  bears  the  inscription: 


In  memory  of 
ALEXANDER  SAWHIL 
Who  departed  this  life 
Sept.  19  A  D  1837  aged 
60  years 


*  The  name  is  spelled  with  one  "L"  on  Alex¬ 
ander's  stone  but  has  two  on  Mary's.  The 
engraver  evidently  made  a  mistake  in  lay¬ 
ing  out  the  lettering,  as  there  is  not 
room  for  another  "L" . 
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MARI  NEELY  SAWHILL 

Daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Wigton  Neely.  (See  page  15.) 

Mary  was  bom  in  Tyrone  County,  Ireland  in  1776  and  came  to  America 
with  her  parents.  She  married  Alexander  Sawhill  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in 
1798 ,  when  she  was  22  and  he  21.  Nothing  more  is  known  of  her  except 
that  she  bore  him  thirteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  lived  to  adulthood; 
one  died  in  infancy.  She  lived  seventeen  years  after  her  husband’s  death. 
Her  stone,  alongside  Alexander’s,  is  inscribed: 

MARY 
wife  of 
Alex.  Sawhill 
died 

July  9  185U  in 
the  78th  year  of 
her  age 


CHILDREN  OF  ALEXANDER  and  MART  NEEIY  S  At /HILL 


WILLIAM 

Bom  Aug.  29,  1799  near  Lancaster,  Pa.  Married  Jane  Lorimer  at  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pa.  Died  Nov.  6,  1865  near  Claysville,  Washington  County, 
Pa.  Buried  in  the  South  Buffalo  cemetery,  alongside  his  father, 
mother,  and  wife. 


MARY 


Bom  Sept.  1;,  1801  near  Lancaster,  Pa.  Married  William  Lindsey. 
ELIZABETH 

Born  Oct.  17,  1803.  Married  Samuel  McJunkins. 

NEELY 


Bom  July  2,  l8o5. 

JAMES 

Bom  Feb.  25,  l807« 
ISABELLA 

Bom  Oct.  27,  1808. 
BENJAMIN 

Bom  Oct.  1,  1810. 
minister, 

JOHN 

Bom  Dec.  6,  1812. 


Married  Margaret  Lo rimer. 

Married  Maiy  Todd,  (See  page  6.) 

Married  Thomas  Nelson. 

Married  Christiana  Robinson,  Was  a  Methodist 

Married  Jane  Pollock  in  183U.  Was  a  farmer. 


ROBERT 

Bom  Jan.  18,  1815.  Was  married  twice;  to  Hannah  Finley,  and  Mrs. 
Martha  Robinson-McMurray .  Taught  school,  and  later  farmed  near 
Cambridge,  Ohio. 


MARTHA 

Bom  Feb.  22,  1817. 


Married  Matthew  Alexander. 


Bom  Nov.  22,  1819* 


JANE 


Married  Samuel  V.  McMillen 
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ALEXANDER 

Born  Jan.  31,  1823.  Married  Janette  Jamison.  Taught  school,  and 
later  farmed. 

(NOTE  -  The  names  and  birth  dates  given  above  were  copied  from  the  old 
family  Bible  by  the  authors.  In  addition  to  the  twelve  children  listed, 
there  was  an  un-named  infant  son,  bom  July  28,  I8l8.) 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
JAMES  and  MARY  TODD  SAWHILL 


JAMES  SAWHILL 

Son  of  Alexander  and  Mary  Neely  Sawhill.  (See  page  U.) 

James  was  bom  on  the  Sawhill  farm  in  West  Finley  Township,  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  25,  1807.  He  was  twice  married:  first,  to  Mary 
Todd,  Sept.  8,  1830;  after  her  death  he  married  again;  the  name  of  his 
second  wife  is  in  doubt.  One  of  his  grandchildren,  Mary  Agnes  Sawhill 
Dague,  who  claimed  to  have  been  named  for  her  step-grandmother,  gave  the 
name  as  Mary  Agnes  McLain.  In  his  will,  James  mentions  " ....  ny  beloved 
wife  Nancy  Sawhill".  Three  papers  on  file  in  the  Guernsey  County,  Ohio 
Courthouse  bear  her  signature;  on  two  of  them  the  name  is  Nancy  Sawhill; 
the  third  is  hard  to  make  out  but  looks  like  "Agnes";  it  definitely  is 
not  "Nancy".  In  ary  case,  she  does  not  enter  into  this  genealogical  rec¬ 
ord  except  as  a  part  of  the  story,  since  she  had  no  children.  It  should 
be  recorded,  however,  that  she  was  a  most  wonderful  step-mother,  and 
raised  the  children  as  if  they  had  been  her  own,  and  they  all  loved  her 
as  a  mother. 

As  a  young  man,  James  was  the  first  tailor  in  Claysville,  Pa.  Four 
years  after  his  marriage  he  quit  tailoring  and  moved  to  a  farm  which  he 
bought,  near  Gibson  Station,  Guernsey  County,  0.,  about  seventy  miles 
west  of  his  birthplace,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life.  About 
1835,  he  built  a  large  two-story  brick  house.  The  bricks  were  home  made, 
of  clay  from  the  farm.  This  house  was  in  very  good  condition  and  being 
occupied  by  the  owner  when  the  authors  inspected  it  in  1937 •  He  also 
built  a  large  frame  bam  across  the  road  from  the  house.  This  bam  was 
still  in  use  in  1937,  but  wa s  not  in  as  good  condition  as  the  house. 

James  was  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  until  his  death,  Jan. 
18,  1875*  He  was  buried  in  the  Cambridge,  Ohio  cemetery,  his  grave  being 
marked  by  a  large  marble  tombstone. 

MARY  TODD  SAWHILL 

Daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Neely  Todd.  (See  page  13.) 

May,  the  first  wife  of  James  Sawhill,  was  bom  in  West  Alexander, 
Pa.  Dec,  17,  1807«  She  and  James  were  first  cousins,  their  mothers  being 
sisters , 

On  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  her  father,  William  Todd,  both 
May  and  James  signed  the  deed  disposing  of  the  Todd  farm.  She  was  noted 
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principally  for  her  church  work.  She  and  James  were  Presbyterians,  she 
having  joined  that  Church  when  she  was  sixteen  years  old.  She  was  a  lead¬ 
er  in  all  church  activities,  especially  teaching  in  the  Sunday  School. 

Mary  was  an  invalid  for  five  years,  with  cerebral  paralysis.  She 
died  Oct.  31,  1857*  She  is  buried  alone  in  the  Old  Cemetery,  a  half-mile 
east  and  a  mile  south  of  Old  Washington,  Ohio.  Her  white  marble  tombstone 
is  carved  as  a  scroll  and  bears  the  inscription: 

MARY  TODD 
wife  of 
JAMES 
SAWHILL 
died 

Oct.  31,  1857 

in  the  50  th  year 
of  her  age 


CHILDREN  OF  JAMES  and  MARY  TODD  SAWHILL 


DORCAS 

Bom  July  28,  1831.  Died  Aug.  28,  1831. 

WILLIAM 

Bom  Feb.  2l±,  1833,  near  West  Alexandria,  Pa,  Married  Nan  Powers. 
No  children.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  music  teachers,  and  Presby¬ 
terians  . 


MARY  ELIZABETH 

Bom  Jan,  18,  1835,  near  Gibson,  Ohio.  Died  Sept.  9,  1835. 

JAMES  ALEXANDER 

Bom  Aug.  16,  1836.  Married  Margaret  Virginia  Bruner.  (See  page  8.) 


SAMUEL  HARE 

Bom  Dec.  2,  1838,  near  Gibson,  Ohio.  Married  Attalia  Printz .  He 
served  in  the  Civil  War  in  Co.  B,  l59th  Regiment  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard.  Discharged  Dec,  15,  1865.  He  met  his  wife  while  a  soldier, 
at  lynchburg,  Va.  Her  family  renounced  her  for  marrying  a  northern 
soldier,  but  her  negro  "mammy"  went  with  her  and  her  husband  to 
Zanesville,  0.  He  was  employed  by  the  B.  &  0.  Railroad  as  a  foreman 
in  the  shops  in  Zanesville.  He  was  run  over  by  a  train  and  killed 
July  22,  1876.  They  had  four  children. 

JOHN  McCURDY 

Bom  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  11,  181*1.  Served  in  the  Civil 
War  as  Sergeant  in  Co.  B,  122nd  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteers.  Married 
Marie  McKnight.  Lived  on  his  wife’s  home  farm  until  1878,  when  he 
bought  a  farm  near  Mansfield,  0.,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 
After  his  first  wife's  death  he  married  Janette  3ymon.  He  had  four 
children  by  his  first  wife,  none  by  his  second. 


MARY  JANE 

Bom  Feb.  27,  181*3-.  Died  Feb.  2l*,  181*1*. 


ano^  flli-tf  W3  O'  j  .«  t9 


u,.  ,  v  .j:  o.  ;>  j  -  _  ;W  . 


-\de»  %  ba^  ,  nedoneJ  ox  mb  neir  a7.  •  i  hi  .bne  wi  r.  .ns  xbl. 

•  5C0C  ,9  . iqc 3  bald  .oxriO  ,noc.  'Jis-fl  ,<£  u  ,tv  ..a’.  ~  ob 


.lonuiu'  axni  jxhV  Joiegi  -.4  b&trxxi 

fnericKon  £  Bfi£\prt*fn  rol  'i&ri  boors; c  ie  i  'I- 

briXbl  fan)  >..!•  '  xBV'  nui  ^sv/  c  .e,  ,J‘  v  .2 

.neTblxrlo  ii/o^  b  n 


p  '.  ‘  )  d'a.'i  »'ri  '  ineqo  w\  t.O  ti  io,  a.'  i 

laol  bad  eH  ^.tensb  bejbrteiB  rfJ&eb  e’^ltv  4  ail  i;  e.M  tuv 


.iliiex  ,us  .cei  bell  .wax  ,vs  .  to?  tno6 


8 


SARAH  NARCISSA 

Born  Feb.  7,  181;£.  Died  Sept.  22,  1913.  Married  Jeremiah  R.  Rhodes, 
a  teacher,  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio.  They  had  no  children. 

SUSAN  VALISSA 

Born  July  22,  18U7 •  Died  Sept.  6,  1922.  Married  John  Andrew  McGee 
Dec.  22,  1869;  he  served  in  the  Civil  War  in  Co.  E,  122nd  Regiment, 
Ohio  Volunteers.  They  lived  in  Cambridge,  0.  until  1871;,  then  moved 
to  Zanesville,  0.,  where  he  was  foreman  in  a  lumber  mill.  They  had 
eight  children,  including  two  sets  of  twins.  Bronson  Roy  iwcGee,  a 
leading  architectural  engineer  of  Cleveland,  is  one  of  their  children. 

JOSEPH  TODD 

Born  July  17,  185>0.  Died' in  1913,  in  Missoula,  Mont.  He  married 
Alice  Ann  McCarty;  they  were  divorced  after  having  four  children. 

He  first  worked  for  the  B.  &  0.  Railroad  in  Ohio,  later  was  engaged 
in  railroad  work  in  Montana. 

*##*•**#■*■*■«•*#*#■**■&#*#*■#*•«■• fr#***#*###*** 


THE  FAMILY  OF 

JAMES  ALEXANDER  and  MARGARET  VIRGINIA  BRUNER  SAWHILL 


JAMES  ALEXANDER  SAWHILL  (Called  Alex.) 

Son  of  James  and  Mary  Todd  Sawhill.  (See  page  6.) 

He  was  bom  Aug.  16,  1836,  on  his  father’s  farm  near  Gibson  Station, 
Guernsey  County,  Ohio.  He  married  Margaret  Virginia  Bruner,  a  neighboring 
farm  girl,  Sept.  1,  1861;,  at  Guernsey,  0.  They  farmed  near  his  home  until 
two  of  their  children  were  born,  then  moved  to  Jackson  County,  Kansas,  in 
1868.  They  traveled  from  Ohio  to  Kansas  in  a  covered  wagon  which  carried 
all  of  their  possessions.  The  only  known  remaining  souvenir  of  the  trip 
is  a  small  folding  rocking  chair,  now  owned  by  the  authors  of  this  book. 

The  first  year  they  were  in  Kansas  they  rented  a  farm  two  miles  north 
of  Holton;  then  bought  a  160-acre  farm  four  and  one-half  miles  northwest 
of  Holton,  where  they  raised  their  family  and  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Alex,  was  not  robust,  and  suffered  from  asthma  for  many  years  prior 
to  his  death,  Dec.  23,  188U,  which  was  caused  by  tuberculosis.  He  is 
buried  alongside  his  wife  in  the  Holton  cemetery,  where  their  graves  are 
marked  by  a  large  marble  tombstone,  with  the  name  SAWHILL  in  large  letters 
across  the  base  and  giving  dates  of  births  and  deaths.  The  graves  are 
separately  marked  by  stones  inscribed  respectively,  “FATHER”,  ’’MOTHER”. 

Both  he  and  his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Holton  Presbyterian 
Church . 


MARGARET  VIRGINIA  BRUNER  SAWHILL  (Called  Virginia.) 

Daughter  of  John  and  Maxy  McQuaid  Bruner.  (See  page  18.) 

She  was  bom  Feb.  6,  18U2,  in  a  log  cabin  on  a  farm  in  Guernsey 
County,  Ohio,  where  she  attended  rural  school.  After  her  husband's  death 
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she,  with  the  help  of  her  son  Charles,  ran  the  farm  for  twenty -four  years 
then  she  bought  a  small  house  in  Holton,  Kans.,  where  she  lived  a  few 
years  before  going  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  to  live  with  her  younger  son, 
John.  She  died  in  Kansas  City,  June  12,  1915,  and  is  buried  in  the  Hol¬ 
ton,  Kansas  cemetery. 

She  was  devoutly  religious  and  led  her  family  in  Scripture  reading 
and  prayers  every  morning  after  breakfast.  She  permitted  no  work  to  be 
done  on  Sunday  that  could  possibly  be  done  on  another  day.  Every  Sunday 
the  entire  family  attended  Sunday  School  and  Church,  and  the  afternoon 
was  spent  memorizing  and  reciting  verses  from  the  Bible.  Sunday  evenings 
were  spent  gathered  around  the  organ,  singing  hymns. 


CHILDREN  OF  JAMES  ALEXANDER  and  MARGARET  VIRGINIA  BRUNER  SAY/HILL 
MARY  AGNES 

Bom  May  28,  1865.  Married  James  Roney  Dague.  (See  page  23.) 
CHARLES  CLIFTON 

Bom  Dec,  XU,  1867*  Married  Cora  Miller.  (See  page  U5.) 

FRANK  MERRIL 

Bom  Jan.  2k,  1871.  Died  Oct.  2,  1879. 

LAURA  GERTRUDE 

Bora  July  22,  1873*  Married  William  Robert  Lentz.  (See  page  5l.) 
BERTHA  LILLIAN 

Bom  March  20,  1877*  Married  Edwin  Jewel  Lentz.  (See  page  53.) 
JOHN  ARTHUR 

Bom  Dec,  10,  1880.  Died  March  23,  1950. 
a  dentist,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 


He  never  married.  He  was 
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ANCESTORS 


o  f 


THE  WIVES 


This  Section  deals  -with  the  Ancestors  of 
the  Wives  of  the  Sawhill  men  covered  in 
Part  I,  and  includes  the  Family  names  of: 


BRUNER 

TODD 

McQUAID 

NEELY 


BINEFORD 


WIGTON 

GILLESPI 

PUTMAN 


NOTE-  Underscoring 
indicates  a  direct  ancestor 
of  either  James  Alexander 
Sawhill  or  Margaret 
Virginia  Bruner 
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GOSSIP  ABOUT 
THE  TODDS,  NEELIS  and  GILLESPIS 


Since  no  written  records  of  the  early  life  of  these  families  in 
America  are  available,  the  information  concerning  them  has  been  obtained 
by  correspondence  and  interviews  with  the  older  living  members  of  the 
families.  Through  the  information  thus  secured,  the  lines  have  been 
traced  back  through  wills,  deeds,  and  other  public  records.  The  problem 
was  greatly  complicated  because  so  many  families  bear  these  names,  many 
of  them  originating  in  the  same  county  in  Ireland.  For  example,  about  a 
hundred  years  ago  there  were  six  different  families  of  Todds  living  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.  Apparently,  thqy  were  not  related,  although  all 
originated  in  Ireland;  to  further  complicate  matters,  many  individuals 
in  different  families  had  identical  given  names.  It  is  only  after  much 
correspondence  and  search  of  records,  extending  over  many  years,  that  we 
are  able  to  get  enough  proven  facts  to  trace  the  lineage  presented  on  the 
following  pages. 

It  is  interesting  to  find  that  "folk-lore "  and  stories  of  the  "old 
country"  are  often  strikingly  similar  among  families  of  the  same  name  but 
apparently  unrelated,  at  least  in  America;  and  among  descendants  of  immi¬ 
grants  who  arrived  at  different  timoo  and  settled  in  widely  scatterod  lo¬ 
cations.  The  logical  conclusion  is  that  the  "folk-lore  stories"  must 
have  been  "family  traditions"  in  Ireland,  and  therefore,  probably  have 
some  factual  basis.  There  is  no  positive  proof  of  these  stories  to  war¬ 
rant  their  inclusion  in  a  historical  record  such  as  this;  their  inclusion 
is  justified  by  the  fact  that  the  legends  harmonize  with  known  historical 
facts.  Therefore,  we  are  presenting  them,  not  as  documented  family  his¬ 
tory,  but  rather  as  interesting  gossip  which  might  be,  and  probably  is  true. 

Though  the  Todds,  Gillespis  and  Neelys  all  came  from  the  same  place 
in  Ireland,  they  were  not  Irish;  they  were  Scots,  and  spoke  English  with 
a  Scottish  brogue.  It  seems  that  away  back  about  the  time  of  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  some  of  the  Scottish  clans,  placing  honor  and  religion  above  royal 
fealty,  fought  the  King  and  defied  the  Established  Church.  They  were 
overpowered,  and  many  of  their  members,  driven  out  of  Scotland,  took  ref¬ 
uge  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  across  the  narrow  channel  from  their  home¬ 
land.  They  were  able  to  settle  and  acquire  land  in  Ireland  because  this 
was  soon  after  the  "Irish  Purge".  The  "Purge"  was  England's  attempt  to 
exterminate  the  Irish  by  "driving  them  into  the  sea"  or  selling  them  into 
slavery  in  British  colonies.  Entire  communities  had  been  depopulated, 
and  the  Scots  were  encouraged  to  resettle  the  countiy.  The  Scots  who 
went  to  Ireland  were  Calvinists,  or  Presbyterians,  and  even  today  County 
Antrim  is  a  stronghold  of  Protestantism  in  Catholic  Ireland;  loyal  to 
England,  not  a  part  of  Eirie  or  the  Free  State  of  Ireland, 

The  Scots  who  emigrated  to  Ireland  did  not  mix  with  the  native  Irish 
Celts  but  lived  in  their  own  communities  and  intermarried  among  their  own 
clans.  They  were  industrious  and  thrifty,  and  established  industries, 
the  principal  one  of  which  was  weaving.  They  are  commonly  referred  to  as 
Scotch-Irish;  in  fact,  they  were  Scots  who  lived  in  Ireland. 

The  influx  of  immigrants  from  Ireland  to  America  reached  its  peak 
about  1720,  when  there  .were  not  enough  ships  to  carry  all  who  wanted  to 
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c°ine.  This  was  partly  the  result  of  the  great  Irish  potato  famine,  and 
partly  due  to  religious  confL.cts  and  general  troubled  conditions  that 
led  to  the  Irish  Kebelli on  :n  2  79Z,  Of  course,  many  were  influenced  by 
s  ories  sent  back  by  earaier  immigrants  about  the  wonderful  opportunities 
in  the  new  world".  Whatever  their  reason,  they  came  by  families  and 
groups  of  families. 


The  Todds  and. Gillespis,  whose  ancestors  had  fled  from  Scotland  and 
who. were  intermarried  in  Ireland,  along  with  the  Neelys,  formed  such  a 
family  group  and  came  to  America  together  on  the  same  boat.  They  first 
settled  in  Westchester  and  Lancaster  Counties  in  eastern  Pennsylvania: 
after  a  few  years  they  scattered.  Some  of  the  Todds  went  to  Beaver  Falls 
Pav  others  to  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  one  family  went  to  Ken¬ 
tucky.  William  Todd  and  his  father,  along  with  his  wile's  father  James 
Gillespi,  ana  others  in  their  families,  and  the  Neelys,  moved  to  the  west¬ 
ern  part  of  Washington  County,  Pa.  These  are  the  families  recorded  in 
this  genealogy. 


_  ..  Tde  Todd  fainily  in  Scotland  traces  back  to  Sir  Robert  Todd  of  the 
Todke  Manor,  King's  Chancellor  in  lltfU.  The  Todds  are  credited  with  five 
Coats  of  Arms.  During  the  persecution  in  Scotland,  two  Todd  brothers 
Robert,  . of  Fenwick,  and  James,  of  Dunbar,  were  sentenced  to  deportation 
to  America  in  bondage;  they,  with  two  hundred  others,  were  drowned  in  a 
shipwreck  off  the  Orkney  Islands.  In  the  same  year  John,  who  was  a  broth¬ 
er  of  Robert  and  James,  fled  the  persecutions,  taking  refuge  in  County 
Antrim,  Ireland.  John  is  described  as  a  "Scottish  Laird",  signifying  that 
he  owned  land  and  was  allied  with  the  nobility.  Tradition  has  it  that  he 
was  the  ancestor  of  our  Todd  family  who  settled  in  Washington  County,  Pa. 

The  Clan  of  Gillespi  in  Scotland  traces  back  to  Grolespic  or  Gllespic 
Campus  Belius,  a  Norman  by  birth,  and  an  officer  in  the  invading  a my  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  founder  of  the  House  of  Normandy.  Grolespic  mar- 
ried  Eval,  heiress  of  the  lands  of  Argyle;  she  was  the  daughter  of  the 
Duke  of  Argyle  who  gave  the  name  to  County  Argyllshire  in  Scotland.  Sons 

°V^S,C+lan  W6re  als°  involved  in  the  religious  and  political  revolutions, 

.d  to  Ireland  at  about  the  time  the  Todds  did.  John  Todd,  the  first 
definitely  identified  ancestor  of  our  line,  married  Mary  Gillespi  in  Ire¬ 
land;  they  brought  their  family  of  four  sons  to  America  in  the  late  1700!s. 

There  is  a  persistently  recurring  rumor  that  Mary  was  rightful  heiress 
o  a  large  estate  in  Ireland.  It  is  known  that  soon  after  her  arrival  in 
»  ashington  County ,  Pa.  attempts  were  made  to  have  the  estate  settled  in 
her  favor;  even  as  late  as  1920  some  descendants  were  trying  to  re-open 
the  case.  Apparently  the  legacy  was  a  large  landed  estate  completely  sur¬ 
rounding  and  including  the  city  of  Milltown,  Ireland,  where  water  power 
was  used  to  operate  weaving  mills.  All  of  this  estate  was  bequeathed  to 
her  on  the  day  of  her  infant  baptism.  The  terns  were  that  when  she  be¬ 
came  a  young  woman  the  legacy  was  to  be  hers  and  her  heirs'  "as  long  as 
grass  grew  and  water  ran";  but  the  family  Bible  in  which  the  bequest  was 
recorded  wa s  lost  and  she  could  not  supply  satisfactory  evidence  to  prove 
he  claim.  The  will  is  said  to  be  recorded  along  with  the  baptism  in  the 
archives  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  the  law  or  custom  of  the  time  re¬ 
quired  that  the  Church  records  and  the  family  Bible  entry  be  written  "in 
the  same  hand",  and  the  estate  could  not  be  settled  without  the  Bible  to 
prove  identity.  In  spite  of  her  prospect  of  becoming  a  wealthy  heiress, 

Mary  chose  to  come  to  America  because  she  would  not  remain  behind  and  be 
separated  from  her  children,  who  were  all  she  loved  on  earth  and 
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dearer  than  all  else  besides".  The  case  of  the  legacy  was  settled  in 
court;  the  decision  was  that  there  were  no  proven  legal  heirs,  and  the 
estate  reverted  to  the  Crown. 

Well,  that’s  the  way  it  was,  according  to  the  legends.  Too  badl  But 
then,  your  children  are  hardly  the  type  to  waste  their  lives  on  yachts 
and  racing  horses,  so  perhaps  it  is  just  as  well.  That's  the  story  of  the 
traditions  and  folk-lore  of  the  Todds,  Gillespis  and  Neelys  as  it  has  been 
gleaned  from  bits  of  gossip  picked  up  here  and  there.  Are  the  stories 
true?  We  leave  that  to  you  to  judge.  Anyway,  they  are  interesting. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
JOHN  and  MARY  GILLESPI  TODD 


JOHN  TODD 

Son  of  John  Todd.  (See  page  10.) 

He  was  bom  in  or  near  Milltown,  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  Neither  the 
date  of  his  birth  nor  of  his  death  is  known.  It  is  definitely  established 
that  he  had  two  brothers,  James  and  George,  who  came  to  America  with  him 
in  1801.  He  was  of  Scotch  descent,  but  his  family  had  lived  in  Ireland 
several  generations.  In  Ireland  he  was  the  Elder  Clerk  of  Mr.  Moorhead’s 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  married  Mary  Gillespi  in  Ireland,  where  their 
six  children  were  bom.  They,  bringing  all  their  children,  came  to  Amarica 
with  a  large  group  including  the  Gillespi  and  Neely  families.  For  a  time 
they  lived  near  Lancaster,  Pa,,  before  moving  to  Washington  County,  Pa. 


MARY  GILLESPI  TODD 

Daughter  of  James  Gillespi.  (See  page  10.) 

Nothing  is  known  of  her  ancestors  except  that  her  father’s  name  was 
James,  and  that  she  was  in  some  way  related  to  the  family  of  Gillespis  who 
came  to  America  with  the  Todds  and  Neelys.  She  was  bom  and  married  in 
Ireland,  and  had  six  children  there.  She  lived  to  be  about  9 $  years  old. 


CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  and  MARY  GILLESPI  TODD 

WILLIAM 

Birth  date  not  known.  Married  Elizabeth  Neely.  (See  page  13.) 

MARY 

Married  Robert  Prosser. 

JAMES 

THOMAS 

MARTHA 

Married  Wallace  Smith. 

JENNIE 

Married  Robert  Cavender. 
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WILLIAM  TODD 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
WILLIAM  and  ELIZABETH  NEEIY  TODD 


Son  of  John  and  Maiy  Gillespi  Todd.  (See  page  12.) 

He  was  bom  in  or  near  Milltown,  County  Antrim,  Ireland.  He  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  a  young  man,  and  married  soon  after  arriving 
in  this  country.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Neely,  was  one  of  a  group  of  several 
families,  including  the  Todds,  who  came  from  Ireland  together.  They  set¬ 
tled  first  in  West  Chester  County,  Pa.,  then  with  several  families  of 
Todds,  Gillespis  and  Neelys,  they  moved  to  the  western  part  of  Yfashington 
county ,  Pa.,  where  the  group  formed  a  little  colony,  Yfilliam  bought  a 
farm  about  three  miles  southwest  of  West  Alexander,  Pa.,  in  Ohio  County, 
West  Virginia  (then  in  Virginia.) 

One  of  the  big  problems  of  frontier  living  was  that  of  producing 
something  that  could  be  sold  for  money,  which  could  be  used  to  buy  neces¬ 
sities.  Many  early  families  solved  this  problem  by  growing  grain,  which 
they  used  in  making  whisky,  for  which  there  was  a  ready  market.  The  Todds 
shunned  liquor,  turning  to  the  trade  they  had  learned  in  Ireland,  where 
they  were  weavers.  Soon  after  buying  the  farm,  Yfilliam  bought  four  im¬ 
ported  looms  and  established  what  was  probably  the  first  weaving  mill  west 
of  the  Alleghanies .  He  raised  flax  for  linen  and  sheep  to  provide  wool. 
The  materials  were  prepared,  then  spun  on  old  style  spinning  wheels  to 
make  thread  for  the  looms.  Yfilliam  Neely  Todd,  a  grandson  of  William  and 
Elizabeth,  wrote  in  1917 :  "Many  a  time  grandmother's  spinning  wheel  has 
sung  me  to  sleep  when  I  was  a  child".  They  wove  linens  of  all  grades,  up 
to  95  threads  per  inch,  and  woolen  blankets  for  home  use,  as  well  as  fine 
wools ey  which  was  sent  to  England.  All  of  William's  children  helped  in 
the  mill  and  became  expert  weavers.  The  farm  was  paid  for  in  a  few  years 
from  the  profits  made  on  the  looms. 

William  built  the  largest  and  finest  house  in  the  community.  It  was 
a  two-story ,  constructed  of  hewn  logs.  He  had  a  separate  building  for  the 
mill.  He  was  recognized  as  the  most  influential  man  in  the  neighborhood. 

A  letter  from  the  custodian  of  Public  Records  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.  cer¬ 
tifies  that  William  was  a  private  in  the  "Troop  of  Franklyn  Flying  Artil¬ 
lery "  commanded  by  Capt.  Richard  Bache,  July  U*  l8lij.  He  served  only  a 
short  time  and  did  not  participate  in  any  active  fighting. 

His  will,  recorded  in  Will  Book  No.  3*  page  8,  at  Washington,  Pa., 
left  his  property  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  until  their  youngest  child  should 
become  twenty;  thereafter  she  was  to  "....  have  a  support  from  the  place". 
The  property  was  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  children. 

Yfilliam  died  between  April  13  and  October,  1828,  and  is  buried  in  an 
unmarked  grave  in  the  Presbyterian  Churchyard  cemetery  in  West  Alexander, 
Pa.  His  death  was  caused  by  poisoning  from  a  dose  of  calomel  given  him 
by  an  itinerant  doctor. 


ELIZABETH  NEELY  TODD  (Called  Betty.) 


Daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Wigton  Neely.  (See  page  15.) 
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. Betty  was  bom  m  Tyrone  County,  Ireland  March  5,  1782,  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents,  on  the  same  ship  on  which  her  future  husband, 
William  Todd,  came*  She  was  a  small  woman,  in  her  later  years  quite 

*  S^e  her  hu?baild  twenty-seven  years,  living  most  cf  this 

time  with  her  daughter  Mary  (Mrs.  James  Sawhill)  near  Gibson  Station,  in 

Guernsey  County,  Ohio.  She  died  Oct.  17,  1855  and  is  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  a  haK-mile  east  and  a  mile  south  of  Old  Washington,  0.  Her 
tombstone  has  the  following  inscription: 


ELIZABETH  N. 
wife  of 
WILLIAM  TODD 
died 

Oct.  17,  1855 
Aged  73  years,  7  mo. 
&  12  days. 


CHILDREN  OF  WILLIAM  and  ELIZABETH  NEB IX  TODD 

JOHN 

Married  Jane  Carlton.  Lived  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio. 

WILLIAM 

Bom  Feb,  lU,  1805.  Died  Feb,  8,  1889.  Never  married. 

MARY 

Bom  Dec,  17,  1807 .  Married  James  Sawhill.  (See  page  6.) 

JAMES 

Bom  Feb.  lU,  1809,  near  Claysville,  Pa.  Married  Mary  Buers  Oct.  15, 
lc35.  Died  Dec.  lli,  1893.  He  bought  the  Todd  homestead  from  the 
heirs.  He  was  best  known  as  the  organizer  and  director  of  the  Todd 
Band.  This  band  played  for  a  month  at  the  Philadelphia  Centennial, 
and  x or  years  toured  all  the  eastern  States  playing  at  Fairs,  cele¬ 
brations,  etc. 

JANE 

Married  Hugh  Brown.  Lived  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio. 

DORCAS 

WALLACE 

THOMAS 

JOSEPH  STEVENSON 

Married  Susan  Smith. 

MARTHA 

Bom  1825.  Married  John  Cunningham  in  l8Ul.  Had  twelve  children. 
Lived  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio. 


^iOiS  -  ihe  names  of  the  children  listed  above  appear  on  the  deed  dated 
Sept.  23,  18U7  (recorded  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  Deed  Book  33,  page 
505),  by  which  the  other  children  sold  the  William  Todd  homestead,  in 
which  they  shared  under  their  father's  will,  to  James. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
JOHN  and  ELIZABETH  WIGTON  NEELY 


JOHN  NEELY 

Little  is  known  of  the  Neely  family  except  that  both  John  and  his 
•wife  Elizabeth  were  born  in  Tyrone  County,  Ireland;  they  lived  there 
until  after  their  children  were  bom,  then  came  to  America  'with  the  Todds 
and  Gillespis.  They  first  lived  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  their 
daughter  Mary  married  Alexander  Sawhill  in  1798.  Soon  thereafter,  the 
Neelys,  Todds,  Gillespis  and  Sawhills  moved  to  the  western  part  of  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Pennsylvania. 


ELIZABETH  WIGTON  NEELY 

Nothing  is  known  of  Elizabeth  Wigton  except  that  she  was  bom  and 
married  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  with  her  family. 


CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  and  ELIZABETH  WIGTON  NEELY 

JANE 

Bom  in  l?6l  in  Ireland.  Married  Hugh  Lorimer  in  Ireland,  and  they 
came  to  America  with  her  parents.  Died  May  U,  1825. 

JUNE 

Bom  in  Ireland,  Married  John  McMilligan . 

ELIZABETH 

Bom  March  19,  1775.  Married  William  Todd.  (See  page  13.) 

MARY 

Bom  in  1776.  Married  Alexander  Sawhill.  (See  page  1|.) 

MARTHA 

Married  Hugh  Morrow,  Had  five  children. 

JOHN 

Died  in  1863  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio.  Was  a  Methodist  preacher. 

A  DAUGHTER 

Married  -  Smith. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
ULRICH  and  VERONICA  BRUNER 


ULRICH  BRUNER 

Bom  about  1712  at  Basserstorff ,  Zurich,  Switzerland.  Came  to  America 
Feb.  2,  1759  on  the  ship  Jamaica  Galley  and  settled  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  near  Ephrata,  where  he  belonged  to  the  Muddy  Creek  Reformed  Church. 
Ulrich  and  his  wife  Veronica  were  baptized  Dec.  1,  1750  (Penn.  Arch.  Ser. 
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6,  Vol.  6.)  From  177U  to  1795  they  lived  near  Somerset,  Pa.,  where  Veron¬ 
ica  died  in  1793.  Ulrich  then  went  to  Jessamine  County,  Ky.  with  his  son 
Henry,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1799.  Ulrich  is  mentioned  several 
times  in  the  Story  of  Swiss  Immigrants,  by  Faust  and  Brumbaugh. 

Ulrich’s  wife  was  Veronica,  sometimes  spelled  Fronia.  Nothing  is 
known  of  her  nationality  and  parents.  One  unconfirmed  reference  gives  her 
maiden  name  as  Egle. 


CHILDREN  OF  ULRICH  and  VERONICA  BRUNER 

HENRY 

Bom  17U-.  Married  Magdalena  Putman.  (See  below,  on  this  page.) 
GEORGE 

Was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  American  Revolution.  lived  in  Madison  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ky.,  in  1793. 

ELIZABETH 

Born  175U.  Died  prior  to  1793,  in  Somerset  County,  Pa. 

JACOB 

Enlisted  in  the  Army  several  times.  His  records  are  in  Pension  Bu¬ 
reau  Box  A  -  35,792. 

CHRISTIAN 

Bom  1767 . 

MARIA  DOROTHEA 
Bom  1767 . 

CHRISTIANA 

Bom  April,  1766. 

NOTE  -  The  seven  children  listed  above  were  mentioned  in  Ulrich’s  will, 
which  is  on  record  in  the  Courthouse  in  Nicholasville,  Ky. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
HENRY  and  MAGDALENA  PUTMAN  BRUNER 


HENRY  BRUNER 

Son  of  Veronica  and  Ulrich  Bruner.  (See  page  15.) 

Henry  was  born  between  17^5  and  1750  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  near 
Reamstown.  He  lived  near  Somerset,  Pa.  until  about  1795 5  when  he  was  be¬ 
tween  1|5  and  50  years  old  he  moved  his  family,  except  his  oldest  son  John, 
to  Kickman  Valley,  Jessamine  County,  Ky.  Records  in  the  Probate  Court 
show  that  he  owned  property  in  Jessamine  County. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War  he  served  as  a  Ranger  on  the  frontier. 
His  record  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  has  been  proved  and  recognized 
by  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR)  and  several  of  his  de¬ 
scendants  have  been  admitted  to  membership  in  the  D.A.R.  and  the  S.A.R. 
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on  his  records  .* 

He  married  Magdalena  Putman  about  177ii  or  1775  near  Sharpsburg,  lid., 
and  brought  his  mfe  and  her  three  brothers  to  Somerset,  Pa,  He  was  kill 
ed  near  his  home  in  Kentucky  about  1813  ty  a  falling  tree  . 


MAGDALENA  PUTMAN  BRUNER 

Daughter  of  Andrew  Putman.  She  was  bom  near  Sharpsburg,  Va.  in 
17 53  find  died  about  1813  in  Jessamine  County,  Ky» 


CHILDREN  OF  HENRY  and  MAGDALENA  PUTMAN  BRUNER 

JOHN 

Bom  in  1776,  Married  Catherine  Bineford*  (See  below,  this  page.) 
CATHERINE 

Born  March  2k,  1777 «  Married  Frederick  Sagerson  Oct.  3,  1799. 
ELIZABETH 

Bom  Jan.  25,  1779®  Married  Simeon  Rowland  Feb,  21,  1823. 

MARTHA 

Married  John  Tranter  June  6,  1809. 

JACOB 

Married  Mahala  Grimes  Jan.  16,  1821. 

MART 

Married  Matthew  Walker.  Died  in  185U  at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 
CHRISTINE 

Born  April  26,  I8l5.  Married  George  Bruner. 

HENRI 

Bom  April  lli,  1787.  Not  listed  among  children  at  time  of  father1  s 
death . 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
JOHN  and  CATHERINE  BINEFORD  BRUNER 


JOHN  BRUNER,  Sr. 

Son  of  Henry  and  Magdalena  Putman  Bruner.  (See  above  on  this  page.) 

John  was  bom  in  1776  at  Somerset,  Pa.  and  married  Catherine  Bineford 
about  1808.  They  lived  on  a  farm  in  Milford  Township,  three  and  a  half 


The  following  have  been  admitted  to  The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution  (DAR)  and/or  The  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  (SAR)  on  Henry 
Bruner’s  war  record; 


Mary  Shields  Ambrose 
Ethel  Dague  Gilkerson 
Vera  Rogers  Se crist 


DAR,  Nat’l  No.  3hQ6kk  1 
DAR,  Nat’l  No. 

DAR,  Nat '1  No.  396399  ! 


Mrs.  William  Connert  DAR 
Charles  R«  Shultz  SAR 
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miles  west  of  Somerset,  Pa.  He  died  in  1852  and  his  esta'  ?  was  probated 
at  the  Courthouse  in  Somerset,  Pa. 

CATHERINE  BINEFORD  BRUNER 


Nothing  is  known  of  her  except  that  she  was  bom  betv/e  1791  and 
1794  and  died  between  1831  and  181|0  a  Somerset,  Pa.  Somet  her  name 
was  spelled  "Benford",  and  her  father's  "Binefert1’ . 


CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  and  CATHERINE  BINEFORD  BRUNER 

JOHN 

Born  April  20,  l8ll|.»  Married  Mary  McQuaid.  (See  below,  on  this  page. 
JOSEPH 

Lived  at  Dixon,  Illinois. 

JACOB 

Bom  May  5,  I8l6.  Taught  school  in  Somerset  County,  Pa. 

MARI 

Married  James  Pheifer, 

HENRY 

Married  Hannah  Putman.  Died  1851. 

MOSES 

Bom  1825. 

CATHERINE 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
JOHN,  Jr.  and  MARY  McQUAID  BRUNER 


JOHN  BRUNER.  Jr. 


Son  of  John,  Sr.  and  Catherine  Bineford  Bruner.  (See  page  17.) 


John,  Jr.  was  bom  April  20,  I8ll*  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.  and  married 
1/lary  McQuaid  there  May  3,  1836,  A  few  months  after  his  marriage  he  took 
his  bride  to  Ohio,  traveling  in  a  one-horse  covered  wagon.  They  stayed 
the^first  winter  at  Old  Washington,  0.  and  in  the  spring  moved  to  a  near 
by  farm  where  they  lived  two  years.  He  then  bought  twelve  acres,  and 
later  a  total  of  200  acres.  For  U5  years  he  was  a  Deacon  in  the  Seneca- 
ville,  0.  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  helped  to  organize.  In  his  youth 
he  spoke  principally  German  and  always  spoke  English  with  a  guttural  ac¬ 
cent.  He  died  Oct.  l8,  189U  at  Bysville,  Guernsey  County,  0.  and  is  bur¬ 
ied  in  the  Somerville,  0.  cemetery,  where  a  granite  monument  carries  the 
following  inscriptions: 


B  R  U 

JOHN  BRUNER 
Sept.  20,  18U; 
Oct.  1 h,  1 89U 


N  E  R 

MARY  BRUNER 
Jan.  3,  1815 
Feb.  23,  1907 
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MARY  MAGDALENA  McQUALD  BRUNER 


Daughter  of  Joseph  McQuaid.  (See  page  20.) 

Mary  McQuaid  was  born  Jan.  3*  l8l5  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  of 
Irish  parents.  She  had  an  unhappy  childhood;  her  father  died  when  she 
was  about  three  years  old  and  her  mother  re-married.  Her  step-father 
drank  to  excess,  abused  and  failed  to  support  the  family.  When  Mary  was 
about  ten  years  old  her  step-father,  in  a  drunken  rage,  threatened  to 
kill  her;  she  ran  away  to  Dr.  Armstrong’s  home  and  begged  protection. 
The  Doctor  and  his  wife  took  her  in  and  she  lived  as  one  of  their  family 
helping  with  the  children  and  housework.  The  Doctor’s  home  wa s  within 
sight  of  Laurel  Mountain,  and  it  was  at  an  outing  on  this  mountain  that 
she  first  met  John  Bruner.  She  died  Feb.  23,  190?  and  is  buried  beside 
her  husband  in  Senecaville  cemetery. 


CHILDREN  OF  JOHN,  Jr.  and  MARY  McQUAID  BRUNER 

The  following  names  and  dates  were  copied  from  the  family  Bible  by 
the  authors. 

MARIAH 

Bom  March  13,  1837  in  Guernsey  County,  0.  Married  Frederick  Camp¬ 
bell  in  18^6.  Died  Sept.  lU,  189U.  Is  buried  in  the  Bysville,  0. 
cemetery. 

ALEXANDERS  L. 

Bom  July  15,  1837.  Died  in  youth. 

SARAH  ROBE 

Bom  Feb.  15,  181;0.  Never  married.  Died  March  3,  l89li.  Is  buried 
in  the  Senecaville,  0.  cemetery. 

MARGARET  VIRGINIA 

_Bom  Feb.  67  18U2.  Married  James  Alexander  Sawhill.  (See  page  8.) 
JOHN  LAUGHLIN 

Bom  Jan.  12,  18 kh-  Married  Mary  Rogers.  Died  Sept.  18,  192U.  Is 
buried  at  Cambridge,  0. 

MARY  JANE 

Bom  Feb.  7,  186U.  Married  John  McConnell. 

VALENTINE  M„ 

Bom  May,  18U7*  Died  Jan.  19,  1912.  Married  Emma  Milhous. 

EDNA  DEMARIUS 

Bom  May  23,  1850.  Died  Jan.  11,  1880.  Never  married. 

JOSIAH  FERGUSON 

Bom  July  7,  1852.  Married  Emma  Conner,  and  Sue  Rogers. 

MARTHA  ANN 

Bom  Aug.  3,  1857.  Married  Franklin  Rogers  Jan.  23,  1879. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
JOSEPH  McQUAID 


JOSEPH  McQUAID 

Nothing  is  known  of  Joseph  McQuaid's  ancestry,  or  date  and  place  of 
birth.  It  is  believed  that  he  was  Scotch— Irish.  His  wife’s  maiden  name 
was  Wilson,  Christian  name  unknown. 

Joseph  died  when  his  oldest  daughter  Mary  was  about  three  years  old. 
His  widow  took  the  children  to  her  father’s  home,  somewhere  east  of  the 
mountains  in  Pennsylvania,  probably  near  Philadelphia.  Her  parents  wel¬ 
comed  them,  and  cared  for  the  four  children  as  if  they  had  been  their  own. 
All  went  well  until  the  young  widow  fell  in  love  with  a  handsome,  reck¬ 
less  fellow  named  King,  who  in  reality  was  a  drunken  sot.  Her  father, 

Mr.  Wilson,  objected  to  the  man;  when  they  were  married  he  "cast  her  out 
of  his  homo  and  life  fore/er'-';  but  begged  to  keep  the  two  little  girls; 
the  owo  boys  had  died  a  short  time  before  of  a  contagious  disease.  The 
grandfather  was  allowed  to  keep  one  of  the  girls,  but  the  mother  took 
Mary  to  spite  him.  There  was  no  reconciliation  or  forgiveness,  and  Mary 
never  saw  her  sister  or  grandparents  again.  The  step-father  abused  Mary 
shamefully ,  and  her  mother  could  not  or  would  not  protect  her.  When 
aboux.  ton  years  old,  Mary  ran  away  to  escape  her  step-father,  who,  in  a 
drunken  rage,  threatened  to  kill  her.  Mary  never  saw  her  mother  again. 
Nothing  is  known  of  the  mother's  life,  or  where  and  when  she  died. 


CHILDREN  OF  JOSEPH  and - WILSON  McQUAID 


MARY  MAGDALENA 

Born  Jan.  5,  I8l5>  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  Married  John  Bruner, 
Jr.  (See  page  18.) 


SARAH 
two  SONS 

Died  while  quite  young. 
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N  0  T  E  -  In  this  Section 
underscoring  denotes  a  direct 
descendant  of  James  Alexander 
Sawhill  and  Margaret  Virginia 
Bruner 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  ALEXANDER  SAWMILL 

ivmvrrnmw  twrnwMvrrnYfnw.,imov''i»WffiiWMV>7iiwiiminTfHTfliwii»T»iWi 


Alexander  Sawhill 
James  Sawhill 

j  j  JAMES  ALEXANDER  SAWHILL 

Mary  Agnes  Sawhill-Dague 

i  i  j  • 

j  |  ]  Charles  Irwin  Dague 

|  |  j  i  Catherine  Louise  Dague-DeMaris 

|  I  Thomas  Irwin  DeMaris 

|||i  Ann  Kathryn  DeMaris 
j  I  j  George  Irwin  Dague 

i  1  j  \  ' 

j  Grace  May  Dague-Shields 

Carl  Dague  Shields 

i  |  j  Susan  Virginia  Shields 

!  William  Carl  Shields 

j  |  j  Mary  Grace  Shields-Ambrose 

|  Carol  Ann  Ambrose 

Jessie  Wilma  Shields-Pratt 
j  j  i  |  j  |  Cymbrie  Grace  Pratt 

Edwin  Sherman  Pratt,  Jr. 

»  Terry  Ann  Pratt 

i  I  John  Irwin  Shields 

\  |  |  ;  • 

John  Frank  Dague 

James  Roney  Dague 
|  Gene  Bradley  Dague 

I  Linda  Bradley  Dague 

|  I  Barbara  Ann  Dague 

Ethel  Clare  Dague-Gilkerson 
I  Ethel  Clare  Gi Ike rson -McAlister 

i  Caroline  Agnes  McAlister-Bourestrom 

I  |  j  Judith  Ann  McAlister 

•;  !  I  Rebecca  Arlette  McAlister 

j  j  j  j  Donald  V/illiam  McAlister 

j  j  j  j  j  j  Thomas  Keene  McAlister 

;  |  ?  Patricia  Adele  McAlister 

j  |  Morris  Dague  Gilkerson 

j  |  j  Patricia  Ellen  Gilkerson 

James  Warden  Gilkerson 
|  Adrian  Gene  Gilkerson 

Timotly  Alan  Gilkerson 

|  |  !  !  |  I  { 

1st  2nd  3rd  Uth  5th  6th  7  th 

Generations  from  Alexander  Sawhill 


(Continued  on  page  22.) 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  ALEXANDER  SAWHILL 


Alexander  Sawhill 
|  Jaiass  Sawhill 

I  JAMES  ALEXANDER  SAWHILL 

:  j 

I  Charles  Clinton  Sawhill 

I  |  1  : 

Mabel  Gladys  Sawhill-Comelssen 

Bonita  Marie  Comelssen-Askren 
!  !  !  1  \  «  Michael  Allen  Askren 

i  i  i  1  i  : 

I  j  |  I  |  David  Earl  Askren 

Russel  Wayne  Askren 
Carol  Ruth  Comelssen-Cozad 
j  j  Roy  Gary  Cozad 

Scott  Cameron  Cozad 
Carl  Ernest  Comelssen 

Gary  Martin  Comelssen 

Clarence  Edwin  Sawhill 
III  Cathleen  Louise  Sawhill 

i  j  j  I  > 

I  i  Kenneth  Iyman  Sawhill 

j  |  !  S  : 

Dorothy  Marie  Sawhill -Roller 

Dale  Edwin  Roller 
Delores  Ann  Roller 

j  |  |  Donna  Jean  Roller 

Daryl  Lee  Roller 

I  :  ' 

Laura  Gertrude  Sawhill-Lentz 

John  Clyde  Lentz 
j  William  Rafter  Lentz 

i  Linda  Dianne  Lentz 

j  !  I  |  i  j  Nancy  Jo  Lentz 

j  Steven  Bradley  Lentz 

Bertha  Lillian  Sawhill-Lentz 

j  I  j  • 

I  I  William  Roy  Lentz 

j  j  j  t 

Margaret  Gertrude  Lentz -Jones 
j  John  Arthur  Sawhill 

j  :  j  •  j  : 

1st  2nd  3rd  kth  5  th  6  th  7  th 

Generations  from  Alexander  Sawhill 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
JAMES  RONEY  and  MARY  AGNES  SAWHILL  DAGUE 


JAMES  RONEY  DAGUE  (Called  Roney.) 

Son  of  Joseph  Huffman  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Young  Dague. 

James  Roney  Dague  was  bom  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  6,  1865, 
while  his  father  was  serving  in  the  Union  Army.  His  mother  was  living  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roney,  who  had  raised  her  from  childhood,  which  accounts  for 
the  middle  name. 

When  Roney  was  about  twelve  his  father  moved  to  New  Concord,  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  four  years;  then  moved  to  Jackson  County,  Kansas.  Soon 
after  arriving  in  Kansas,  when  only  sixteen  years  old,  he  passed  the  exam¬ 
ination  and  was  granted  a  teacher's  certificate.  He  taught  in  an  ungraded 
count  iy  school  about  five  miles  northwest  of  Holton,  Kans.  for  three  years. 
While  teaching,  he  met  and  courted  his  future  wife,  Mary  Sawhill,  daughter 
of  a  neighboring  farmer. 

Roney  and  Mary  were  married  at  her  country  home  March  12,  1885 ,  both 
being  under  twenty  years  old.  Her  father  recently  had  died,  and  for  tv^o 
years  they  lived  with  her  mother,  Roney  running  the  farm.  He  then  studied 
telegraphy,  at  Sedalia,  Mo.,  following  which  he  was  employed  by  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  as  station  agent  at  Straight  Creek, 
Jackson  County,  Kans.,  where  he  served  for  fourteen  years.  Meanwhile,  he 
had  a  farm  and  also  operated  a  grain  elevator  as  side-lines.  In  1903  he 
moved  his  family  to  Holton,  Kans.  and  bought  an  interest  in  a  hardware 
store.  After  a  few  months  he  sold  the  store  and  became  agent  for  the 
Rock  Island  Railroad  in  Holton.  He  continued  with  the  Rock  Island  until 
his  death,  serving  as  agent  at  Holton,  at  Alma,  and  at  Clifton,  Kansas. 

He  always  was  active  in  church  and  Sunday  School.  He  was  raised  as 
a  Reformed  Presbyterian  (known  as  Covenanter),  his  mother's  Church.  A 
few  months  after  his  marriage  he  joined  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Holton,  of  which  Mary  was  a  member.  He  served  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  in  the  Holton  and  Clifton,  Kans.  churches;  at  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  a  Deacon  of  the  Clifton  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  and  the  Eastern  Star  lodges. 

Roney  died  Jan.  9,  1918  in  Mercy  Hospital,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  while 
undergoing  an  operation  for  kidney  trouble.  He  was  buried  with  full 
Masonic  ritual  and  honors  in  the  cemetery  at  Holton,  Kans . 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  living  at  Clifton,  Kans.  His  will 
was  probated  at  the  county  seat,  Clay  Center.  He  bequeathed  his  property 
to  his  wife,  during  her  lifetime;  thereafter,  to  be  divided  equally  among 
their  four  children.  In  addition  to  the  home  in  Clifton,  the  principal 
part  of  his  estate  consisted  of  320  acres  of  land  in  Shawnee  County ,  Okla. 
After  his  death  Mary's  principal  source  of  income  was  from  the  leasing  of 
"oil  rights"  on  this  land,  which  is  still  (195>8)  held  as  an  undivided  es¬ 
tate  by  the  heirs,  in  the  hope  that  it  msy  eventually  produce  oil. 
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2k 


Daughter  of  James  Alexander  and  Margaret  Virginia  Brunor  Sawhill. 

(See  page  Q.) 

Mary  Agnes  was  bom  May  28,  1865,  near  Washington,  Ohio.  She  was 
baptized  in  the  Washington  Presbyterian  Church  Sept.  25,  1865. 

When  she  was  three  years  old  her  parents  moved  to  Kansas  and  bought 
a  farm  four  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  Holton.  She  attended  Banner 
rural  school  and  Campbell  University.  She  was  an  accomplished  pianist 
and  taught  piano  several  years.  On  March  12,  1885  she  married  James 
Roney  Dague. 

Mary  was  a  faithful  church  worker.  She  joined  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Holton  when  twelve  years  old,  and  for  eleven  years  was  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Sundcy  School  at  Bethel  Church,  near  Straight  Creek,  Kans. 
For  fifty  years  she  was  very  active  in  the  Eastern  Star,  and  served  as 
Worthy  Matron  of  the  chapter  at  Clifton,  Kans. 

On  Dec.  2U,  1921;,  six  years  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  she 
married  one  of  his  best  friends,  a  widower,  George  C.  Dimm.  They  lived  on 
a  small  farm  about  a  mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  Holton  until  his  death 
in  1930.  Four  years  later,  Aug.  27,  193U,  she  married  another  widower  and 
family  friend,  Austin  C.  Turpin.  They  moved  to  Detroit,  where  he  was  a 
representative  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad.  After  about  a  year  he  was  re¬ 
tired  and  they  moved  to  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  where  they  bought  a  small 
home.  Following  his  death  in  1936,  Mary  lived  alone  at  Long  Beach  four 
years,  when  the  infirmities  of  ago  and  sickness  made  it  necessary  for  her 
to  return  to  Holton,  Kans.  to  live  with  her  younger  daughter,  Ethel  Gil- 
kerson.  There  we re  no  children  by  her  second  and  third  husbands. 

Mary  died  Aug.  7,  19U3  and  is  buried  beside  her  first  husband,  James 
Roney  Dague,  in  the  Holton,  Kansas  cemetery. 


CHILDREN  OF  JAMES  RONSf  and  MARI  AGNES  SAWHILL  DAGUE 
CHARLES  IRWIN  (Called  Irv.) 

Bom  Aug.  26,  1886.  Married  Irene  Rogers.  (See  page  25.) 

GRACE  MAI 

Bom  March  31,  1888.  Married  Jesse  W.  Shields.  (See  page  28.) 
JOHN  FRANK  (Called  Frank.) 

Bom  July  6,  1889*  Married  Grace  Bell  Bradley.  (See  page  36.) 
ETHEL  CLARE 

Bom  Sept.  2h,  1890.  Married  Morris  J.  Gilkerson.  (See  page  39*) 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
CHARLES  IRWIN  and  IRENS  ROGERS  DAGUE 


CHARLES  IRWIN  DAGUE  (Called  Irwin.) 

Son  of  James  Roney  and  Mary  Sawhill  Dague.  (See  page  23.) 

Irwin,  the  first  child  of  James  R.  and  Mary  A.  Dague,  was  bora  Aug. 

26,  1886,  on  his  grandmother's  farm  four  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of 
Holton,  Kans.  His  schooling  consisted  of  seven  years  in  the  ungraded 
country  school  near  Straight  Creek,  Kans.  and  one  year  in  the  8th  grade 
in  Topeka,  where  he  stayed  with  his  grandparents.  He  attended  Campbell 
University  Acadeny  two  years.  In  1908  he  entered  the  service  of  the  U.S. 
Weather  Bureau,  in  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  except  for  a 
period  in  the  Arny  and  about  two  years  thereafter  in  the  employment  of 
rubber  companies • 

His  first  assignment  in  the  Weather  Bureau  was  as  Assistant  Observer 
at  Key  West,  Fla.,  his  actual  location  being  on  an  island  in  the  Gulf 
about  tvrenty-five  miles  west  of  Key  West.  Two  years  after  he  began  on 
this  assignment  a  tropical  hurricane  swept  everything  off  the  island  ex¬ 
cept  the  stone  lighthouse  in  which  he  and  his  assistants  had  taken  refuge. 
They  lost  everything  except  the  clothes  they  wore.  Shortly  thereafter  he 
was  transferred  to  Chicago,  and  later  to  Dallas,  Texas. 

He  enlisted  in  the  Arny  Nov.  16,  1917  as  a  special  representative  of 
the  Weather  Bureau,  vdth  the  rating  of  Master  Engineer,  Senior  Grade. 
7/ithin  a  few  weeks  he  was  sent  to  France  with  the  30th  Engineers,  a  Chem¬ 
ical  Division.  Soon  after  arriving  in  France  he  was  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant,  He  was  in  active  service  in  France  until  the  end  of  World 
War  I,  and  had  more  than  a  hundred  days  of  front  line  duty,  including 
most  of  the  famous  battles  fought  in  that  area. 

Shortly  after  his  release  from  the  Army,  he  retired  from  the  Weather 
Bureau  to  work  for  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  0.  He  was  a  member 
of  that  company's  famous  "Flying  Squadron",  which  was  composed  of  men 
trained  to  perform  any  operation  in  the  factory  if  called  on  in  an  emer¬ 
gency.  He  left  Goodyear  when  the  factory  was  practically  shut  down  in 
the  1921  "recession".  He  worked  a  few  months  for  the  Dunlop  Tire  &  Rub¬ 
ber  Co.,  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  then,  in  October,  1921  he  rejoined  the  Weather 
Bureau  as  Assistant  Meteorologist  and  was  assigned  to  work  on  frost  pre¬ 
dictions  in  southern  California,  where  he  remained  three  years.  Next,  he 
was  assigned  to  Forest  Service  duties  at  Portland,  Ore.,  and  promoted  to 
Associate  Meteorologist.  In  19Ul  he  was  given  charge  of  the  Weather  Bu¬ 
reau  Station  at  Baker,  Ore.,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  seven 
years  later. 

He  married  Irene  Rogers  on  June  26,  192U,  at  Azusa,  Calif. 

Irwin  was  an  Elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason, 
member  of  the  Toastmasters  Club,  and  the  American  Legion.  He  died  Sept. 

27,  19U8,  in  the  Veterans'  Hospital  in  Portland,  Ore.,  and  is  buried  in 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  Baker,  Oregon. 
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IRENE  E3TABR00K  ROGERS  DAGUE 


Daughter  of  Henry  Samuel  and  Margaretta  Kerr  Rogers. 

Irene  was  born  near  Azusa,  Calif.,  Feb.  3,  1896.  She  graduated  from 
Occidental  College,  Los  Angeles,  in  June,  1918,  with  aB.A.  degree,  then 
spent  a  year  in  graduate  study  at  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley. 
While  in  college  she  sang  in  the  Glee  Club  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Laurean  Literary  Society  and  the  Y.W.C.A.  In  her  Junior  year  she  was  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Student  Body. 

She  taught  in  the  Glendale,  Calif,  grade  schools  four  years  prior  to 
her  marriage;  later,  when  living  in  Portland,  Ore.,  she  took  an  active 
parb  in  the  P.T.A.,  the  Sunday  School,  and  various  organizations  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  (DAR),  the  American  Association  of  University  Women,  and  the 
P.E.O.  From  19lUi.  to  19U9  she  worked  for  the  Baker  County  (Oregon)  Public 
Welfare  Department.  Since  her  husband’s  death  she  has  been  employed' as 
Supervisor  in  the  Washington  County  Public  Welfare,  at  Hillsboro,  Wash. 


CHILDREN  OF  CHARLES  IRWIN  and  IRENE  ROGERS  DAGUE 
KATHRYN  LOUISE 

Bom  Oct.  11,  1925*  Married  Harry  Dean  DeMaris.  (See  page  27.) 
GEORGE  IRWIN 

Bom  in  Portland,  Ore.,  Nov.  l6,  1928,  where  he  completed  the  first 
seven  grades  of  school;  the  8th  and  Hig£i  School  in  Baker,  Ore.  In  19h& 
he  entered  Oregon  State  College  on  a  Navy  scholarship,  graduating  in  1950 
with  a  B„S.  degree  and  a  commission  as  Ensign  in  the  U.S.Navy.  Each  sum¬ 
mer  while  in  college  he  took  a  training  cruise  on  a  Navy  ship,  touching 
many  ports,  including  Hawaii,  Vancouver,  B.C.,  San  Francisco,  San  Diego, 
Coronado  Island,  the  Gallipagos,  and  the  Panama  Canal. 

After  graduating  from  college  he  was  assigned  to  three  months*  spe¬ 
cial  training  in  electronics  at  Treasure  Island,  Calif.,  after  which  he 
joined  the  Navy  for  a  three- year  stretch.  He  was  on  one  of  the  first  de¬ 
stroyers,  the  McKean  DD  78U,  to  go  to  Korea  in  1950,  and  spent  much  of 
the  next  three  years  in  Korean  and  Japanese  waters  on  ships  operating  in 
the  front  line  of  the  Korean  War.  His  chief  assignment  in  this  service 
was  electronics  repair  officer.  He  was  commissioned  Lieutenant  Junior 
Grade  June  5,  1952;  separated  from  active  service  duty  at  Norfolk  May  12, 
1953;  after  which  he  accepted  a  commission  in  the  Naval  Reserve.  He 
received  medals  for  service  in  the  Navy  China  Service,  Navy  Occupation  of 
Japan,  and  Korean  Service  —  four  stars. 

In  June,  1953  George  accepted  a  position  as  Field  Engineer  with  the 
General  Electric  Co.  and  has  continued  with  this  organization  until  the 
present  (1958).  He  spent  two  years  at  the  laboratories  at  Murray  Hill  and 
Whippany,  N.J.,  and  has  since  headquartered  at  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  His 
work  is  in  connection  with  Naval  requirements  and  much  of  his  time  is 
spent  on  Naval  ships  in  the  Atlantic  and  South  American  waters. 


George  is  not  married. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
HARRf  DEAN  ana  KATHEYN  LOUISE  DAGUE  DeMARIS 


HARHf  DEAN  DeMARIS 

Son  of  Edwin  and  Stella  Grace  O'Rourke  DeMaris. 

Harry  was  born  Dec.  8,  1922  in  Walla  Walla,  Wash.  While  in  the 
Walla  Walla  High  School  he  was  Captain  of  the  ROTC  and  President  of  the 
student  body.  He  graduated  from  Whitman  College  in  19^7  with  a  B.A.  de¬ 
gree.  While  in  college  he  was  a  member  of  the  Tau  Kappa  Epsilon  frater¬ 
nity,  and  Laboratory  Assistant  in  both  Physics  and  Chemistry.  His  college 
work  was  broken  by  two  years  service  in  the  Navy  (l9Uii-U6)  during  which 
time  he  served  aboard  an  aircraft  carrier  in  the  Pacific  with  the  rank  of 
Electronic  Technician's  Mate  Second  Class. 

After  graduating  from  college  he  taught  Physics  at  Whitman  College 
for  a  year,  then  entered  the  University  of  Oregon  Medical  School  and 
graduated  in  June,  1952  with  a  Doctor's  degree  (M.D.)  After  interning 
for  a  year  at  Multnomah  County  Hospital,  he  took  up  General  Practice  of 
Medline  in  Kennewick,  Washington. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  American 
Academy  of  General  Practice,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  is  an  ordained  Elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

He  married  Kathryn  Louise  Dague  Aug.  29,  19^8. 

KATHRYN  LOUISE  DAGUE  DeMARIS 

Daughter  of  Charles  Irwin  and  Irene  Rogers  Dague.  (See  page  25.) 

Kathryn  was  bom  Oct.  11,  1925  in  Covina,  Calif.  After  completing 
High  School  in  Baker,  Ore.  in  19U3,  she  received  a  scholarship  to  Whitman 
College,  Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  from  which  she  graduated  in  19U7  with  an  A.B. 
degree,  "cum  Laude".  While  in  college  she  was  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Chi 
Omega  sorority  and  was  Laboratory  Assistant  in  Biology,  which  was  her 
major.  After  graduating,  she  taught  one  year  in  Odell,  Ore.  before  she 
married  Harry  DeMaris,  whom  she  had  met  in  college. 

After  they  were  married,  while  Harry  was  studying  Medicine  at  the 
University  of  Oregon,  she  took  twelve  months  training  at  the  University 
of  Oregon  Medical  School,  in  Medical  Technology,  and  became  a  Registered 
Medical  Technologist.  She  worked  for  a  while  in  the  College  Clinic  Lab¬ 
oratory  and  then  for  three  years  was  in  charge  of  this  type  of  work  at 
the  University  State  Tuberculosis  Hospital.  Since  they  have  located  in 
Kennewick,  Wash.,  Kathryn  has  been  active  in  Hospital  Auxiliary,  Medical 
Auxiliary,  Presbyterian  Church,  and  P.E.O.  work. 


CHILDREN  OF  HARRf  DEAN  and  KATHRYN  LOUISE  DAGUE  DeMARIS 
THOMAS  IRWIN,  bom  Jan.  17,  195U,  at  Kennewick,  Wash. 

ANN  KATHRYN,  bom  Dec.  1,  1956,  at  Kennewick,  Wash. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
JESSE  WILLIAM  and  GRACE  MAY  DAGUE  SHIELDS 


JESSE  WILLIAM  SHIELDS 

Son  of  Garrott  William  and  Mary  Bennett  Shields.  * 

He  was  bora  July  29,  1887  in  Adrian  Township,  Jackson  County,  Kansas. 
After  finishing  the  Little  Cross  Creek  rural  school  he  attended  the  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Ottawa  University  a  year,  the  Academy  of  Canpbell  College  two  years, 
and  Ottawa  University,  Ottawa,  Kans.  for  four  years  of  collegiate  work, 
graduating  in  1910  with  Bachelor  degree .  He  did  graduate  work  in  Science 
at  the  University  of  Chicago  during  four  summer  quarters . 

The  first  year  after  graduation,  he  taught  Science  in  Kearney,  Nebr. 
High  School;  then  taught  two  years  in  Yankton,  S.D.  High  School;  then 
for  six  years  taught  Physics  and  coached  Football  at  Calumet,  Michigan. 

He  married  Grace  May  Dague  June  25,  1913  at  Clifton,  Kans.,  the  li¬ 
cense  being  issued  and  certificate  recorded  at  Holton,  Kans.  Their  first 
home  was  in  Laurium,  Mich.,  while  he  taught  in  the  Calumet  High  School; 
their  first  three  children  T/ere  bora  there.  Later,  they  lived  for  seven¬ 
teen  years  in  Akron,  0.,  where  they  owned  a  home  on  Crescent  Drive.  Since 
1939  th^r  have  lived  in  Grosse  Pointe,  Mich.,  where  they  have  a  home  at 
582  Neff  Road. 

In  1919  he  retired  from  teaching  and  accepted  employment  with  Good¬ 
year  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  0.,  where  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Head  of  Physical  Research.  After  three  years  with  Goodyear,  he 
resigned,  accepting  a  position  with  Firestone  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  Akron. 
During  fifteen  years  with  this  company  he  was  Tire  Designer,  Sales  Engi¬ 
neer,  and  National  Sales  Manager  of  Farm  Tires.  In  1937,  aged  50,  resign¬ 
ing  from  Firestone,  he  joined  U.S.  Rubber  Co.,  as  Manager  of  the  Farm  Tire 
Department;  this  included  national  retail  sales  as  well  as  sales  to 
equipment  manufacturers.  He  was  in  the  New  York  office  two  years,  during 
which  his  family  remained  in  Akron.  In  1939  he  transferred  his  office  to 
Detroit,  moving  his  family  to  Grosse  Pointe,  a  suburb  of  that  city. 

While  employed  by  Firestone,  he  originated  the  low  pressure  pneumatic 
tire  for  tractors,  which  has  become  standard  equipment  on  all  farm  trac¬ 
tors.  He  also  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  to  adapt  and  ap¬ 
ply  pneumatic  tires  on  many  other  farm  machines,  including  plows,  potato 
diggers,  combines,  spreaders,  wheat  drills  and  binders.  He  spent  more 
than  twent y  years  developing  and  promoting  the  use  of  pneumatic  tires  on 
farm  equipment. 

At  the  beginning  of  World  War  II  he  was  given  a  special  assignment 
as  War  Products  Engineer  for  the  U.S.  Rubber  Co.  This  job  covered  all 
products  made  by  the  company  in  which  the  armed  forces  were  interested, 
including  tires,  mechanical  rubber  goods,  pontons,  bullet-sealing  tanks, 
etc.  His  assignment  included  contacting  the  aimed  forces  and  working 
with  designers,  engineers,  and  procurement  officers,  helping  them  to 


*  For  information  on  the  Shields  and  Bennett  families,  see  "Three  Pioneer 
Kansas  Families",  and  "The  Bennett  Book",  both  by  John  A.  Shields. 
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design  and  improve  items  the  company  could  supply.  This  assignment  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  duration  of  the  war,  and  many  of  his  designs  and 
inventions  were  adopted  and  used  by  the  armed  forces;  of  which,  those 
listed  below  are  the  more  important! 

Non— sinkable  floats,  which  were  used  to  float  the  armor¬ 
ed  tanks  from  the  carriers  to  shore  in  the  Okinawa  Landing. 

Waterproof  seals,  used  on  all  armored  tanks  in  the  D-Day 
Normandy  Landing  in  France;  these  seals  made  it  possible 
to  unload  tanks  from  carriers  in  twelve  feet  of  water, 
drive  them  to  shore  under  their  own  power,  and  start  firing 
as  soon  as  the  guns  were  out  of  water. 

Jettison  gasoline  tanks,  used  to  supply  extra  fuel  for 
armored  tanks.  As  a  safety  measure,  they  could  be  discon¬ 
nected  and  thrown  off  when  in  battle.  They  were  used  by 
both  American  and  British  forces. 

The  Shields  Bullet  Hole  Repair  Unit,  for  quickly  re¬ 
pairing  holes  in  gasoline  and  water  tanks;  specified  on 
all  haulage  tanks.  The  armed  forces  bought  over  a  half- 
million  dollars  worth  of  them. 

Rubber  Bushings,  for  tank  tracks.  All  American  and 
British  Armored  Tanks  7/ere  equipped  v/ith  rubber  hushed 
crawler— type  tracks  made  under  license  of  Shields  patent. 

Stabalizing  mount,  for  field  guns;  which  made  it  prac¬ 
tical  to  operate  the  guns  on  pneumatic  tires. 

When  the  war  ended,  he  returned  to  the  Tire  Division  of  U.S. Rubber 
Company,  in  Detroit,  and  was  in  charge  of  the  Farm  Tire  Department  until 
his  retirement  in  19^3,  at  age  sixty-six. 

Since  retirement,  he  has  spent  the  winters  in  Florida,  and  the  sum¬ 
mers  in  Michigan,  v/hile  serving  as  a  Special  Consultant  for  Army  Ordnance 
His  work  for  Ordnance  has  to  do  v/ith  tire  equipment  for  Army  vehicles, 
and  developing  methods  of  determining  the  ability  of  a  vehicle  to  tra¬ 
verse  unfavorable  terrain,  such  as  sand,  snow,  and  mud.  For  this  he  has 
developed  the  Shields  Traff icability  Chart,  by  means  of  which.it  xs  pos¬ 
sible  to  determine  quickly  whether  a  vehicle  can  traverse  a  given  terraxn 
and  what  grades  it  can  climb . 

He  is,  or  at  various  times  has  been,  a  member  of  the  following  or¬ 
ganizations: 

Presbyterian  Church. 

Masonic  Lodge. 

Detroit  Board  of  Commerce. 

Army  Ordnance  Association. 

Society  of  Automotive  Engineers: 

Served  on  Membership,  Tractor  Technical,  Army  Ordnance 
Advisory,  and  Military  Motor  Transport  Committees;  de¬ 
livered  several  papers  before  National  Conventions, 
v/hich  were  published  by  the  Society. 

American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers: 

Served  on  several  technical  committees  and  presented 
a  number  of  papers  before  National  Conventions,  which 
were  published;  was  honored  by  being  designated  as 
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a  "Fellow  Member" . 

Tire  and  Rim  Association: 

Served  on  Standardization  Committee  several  years. 
Detroit  Agricultural-Engineering  Foundation: 

Vice  Chairman. 


GRACE  MAX  DAGUE  SHIELDS 

Daughter  of  James  Roney  and  Mary  Sawhill  Dague.  (See  page  23.) 

Grace  was  bom  at  her  grandmother’s  home,  four  and  a  half  miles 
northwest  of  Holton,  Kans.  She  attended  the  ungraded  rural  school  near 
Straight  Creek,  Kans.  She  was  a  student  at  Campbell  College,  at  Holton, 
five  years,  graduating  from  the  Academy  in  1907  and  from  the  Music  Depart¬ 
ment  in  1908.  For  two  years,  beginning  in  1910,  she  attended  the  Kansas 
City  Conservatory  of  Music,  studying  Concert  work  and  graduating  in  Piano. 
She  also  taught  Piano  at  the  Conservatory  while  studying  there.  She  com¬ 
pleted  three  years  of  college  work  at  Campbell  College,  studying  Art  and 
China  Painting.  In  later  years  she  took  up  Ceramics  and  became  very  pro¬ 
ficient,  specializing  in  flower  designs. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  (National  No.  28827 9),  Daughters  of  American  Colonists  (Nation¬ 
al  No.  4612),  Daughters  of  1812  (National  No.  11705),  Detroit  Garden  Club, 
and  Grosse  Pointe  Women’s  Club. 


CHILDREN  OF  JESSE  WILLIAM  and  GRACE  MAY  DAGUE  SHIELDS 

CARL  DAGUE 

Bom  Aug.  11,  1914*  Married  Virginia  Snyder.  (See  below,  this  page.) 
MARY  GRACE 

Bom  Feb.  15,  1917 •  Married  Charles  Dominic  Ambrogio.  (See  page  32.) 
JESSIE  WILMA 

Bom  March  19,  1919«  Married  Edwin  Sherman  Pratt.  (See  page  34.) 

JOHN  IRWIN 

Born  April  1,  1925.  Married  Virginia  Jackson.  See  page  35.) 
********  ***************************** 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
CARL  DAGUE  and  VIRGINIA  SNYDER  SHIELDS 


CARL  DAGUE  SHIELDS 

Son  of  Jesse  William  and  Grace  May  Dague  Shields.  (See  page  28.) 

He  was  bom  Oct.  11,  1914  at  Laurium,  Mich.  When  he  was  five  years 
old  his  parents  moved  to  Akron,  0.,  where  he  attended  the  Grades  and  High 
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School.  In  High  School  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ei-Y  Glee  Club,  competed 
in  the  Fisher  Body  Model  Coach  Contest,  and  was  awarded  the  Eagle  Scout 
with  Silver  Palm  by  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

He  attended  Akron  University  one  year  and  Purdue  University  three 
years,  graduating  from  Purdue  in  June,  1936  with  B.S.M.E.  degree.  In  col¬ 
lege  he  was  a  member  of  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity,  Carey  Club,  Playshop, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Student  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers. 

Following  college,  he  spent  a  year  with  the  Air-Temp  Division  of 
Chrysler  Corporation  in  Dayton  as  Application  Engineer  for  heating  and 
air  conditioning  equipment;  then  spent  a  year  with  the  Air-Temp  distrib¬ 
utor,  The  Controlled  Air  Corporation  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  designed  heat¬ 
ing  and  air  conditioning  installations.  In  1938  he  was  in  New  York,  on 
the  editorial  staff  of  ''Guide",  the  Engineering  Handbook  published  by  the 
American  Society  of  Heating  and  Air  Conditioning  Engineers.  From  1939  to 
19U2  he  worked  for  the  U.S. Rubber  Co.,  Detroit,  in  the  Plant  Engineering 
Department,  working  on  a  variety  of  projects,  including  plant  layout, 
power  plant  problems,  solvent  recovery,  dust  collecting,  heating,  venti¬ 
lation,  and  refrigeration.  At  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II  he  became 
Project  Engineer  for  Self -Sealing  Fuel  Tanks  for  Airplanes,  and  designed 
the  equipment  used  in  many  of  the  airplanes  used  by  the  Air  Force.  This 
work  required  extensive  travel  and  contacts  with  the  companies  making  the 
airplanes. 

In  19U2  he  volunteered  for  the  Navy  (USNR  Serial  No.  221792);  took 
his  "boot  training"  at  Hollywood,  Fla.,  was  later  assigned  to  stations  at 
Norfolk,  Va.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Oakland,  Calif.  He  was  a  Lieutenant 
and  Officer  in  Charge  of  Accessories  Planning  in  the  Aviation  Supply, 
which  included  estimating  requirements,  establishing  basic  distribution 
patterns,  and  reviewing  Naval  Supply  methods.  He  was  separated  from 
active  service  in  19U6. 

Following  the  war,  he  spent  two  years  with  E.  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours, 
at  Wilmington,  Del.,  as  engineer  in  the  Design  Division  of  the  Power  Sec¬ 
tion,  where  he  worked  on  problems  connected  with  heating,  ventilating, 
and  fume  dust  control  in  the  plants  and  laboratories. 

Since  19U8  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  as  Consulting 
and  Mechanical  Engineer,  with  offices  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  and  Wilmington, 
Del.  His  work  consists  of  designing  and  supervising  installations  of  air 
conditioning,  heating,  plumbing,  ventilating,  and  electrical  systems  for 
schools,  and  commercial,  industrial  and  public  buildings. 

He  is  the  author  of  a  book  on  "Boilers"  and  has  had  several  articles 
published  in  trade  journals.  He  is  listed  in  "Who’s  Who  in  Commerce  and 
Industry",  and  "Who's  Who  in  the  East",  He  is  a  member  of  the  following 
organizations: 

Presbyterian  Church. 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers. 

American  Society  of  Heating  and  Air  Conditioning  Engineers: 

Has  served  on  the  editorial  staff  and  the  committee 
that  publishes  the  Engineering  Handbook,  "Guide",  and 
for  several  years  has  written  and  edited  various  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  Handbook. 

American  Society  of  Professional  Engineers: 

Member  of  "the  Ethical  Practices  Committee,  195>U-195>6. 
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American  Society  of  Refrigerating  Engineers. 

Dayton  Engineers  Club, 
du  Pont  Count  iy  Club. 

Timberlane  Swimming  Club. 

He  married  Virginia  L.  Snyder  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  on  July  28,  19U5* 
They  live  in  a  modem  ranch  type  home  in  a  suburban  section  of  Wilmington, 
De  lav/are . 


VIRGINIA  L.  SNIDER  SHIELDS 

Daughter  of  William  H.  and  Lillie  Seip  Snyder. 

She  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  16,  1912;  educated  in  the 
Philadelphia  public  schools,  graduating  as  valedictorian  of  her  class  at 
Overbrook  High  School  in  1929.  While  in  High  School  she  was  editor  of 
the  school  paper,  "The  Beacon”,  a  member  of  the  Girl  Reserves,  Hockey  and 
Track  Teams,  and  Captain  of  the  Girls  Basketball  Team.  After  High  School 
she  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  graduating  three  years  later 
with  a  B.S.  degree  "cum  Sum  Laude”,  and  in  1936  she  received  a  Master's 
degree,  M.S.E.  While  in  college  she  was  a  member  of  Pi  Lambda  Theta  (the 
national  honorary  educational  fraternity),  the  Glee  Club,  Basketball, 
Baseball,  Track,  and  Swimming  Teams. 

She  taught  Physical  and  Health  Education  in  the  Riverside  (New  Jer¬ 
sey)  Schools  in  1932-3U,  and  in  Philadelphia  public  schools  193U-U2  and 
19H6-U8 .  During  part  of  this  time  she  also  taught  Music  in  the^Drexel 
Hill  School  of  Music.  In  August,  19 bZ  she  joined  the  U.S.N.R.  WAVES,  and 
served  until  December,  19^5,  as  Lieutenant  in  charge  of  Yeoman  Training  at 
Stillwater,  Okla.,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  and  Philadelphia.  Her  other  ac¬ 
tivities  include  dancing  with  the  Philadelphia  Littlefield  Ballet  and  the 
Cowanova  Ballet  and  Dance  Group.  She  was  also,  at  various  times,  Safety 
Instructor  for  the  Red  Cross,  at  Chautauqua,  N.Y.  and  Philadelphia;  In¬ 
structor  of  First  Aid  for  the  Red  Cross;  Teacher  of  Civil  Defense  Recre¬ 
ation;  Bowling  coach,  and  Brownie  Scout  Leader.  She  takes  an  active  part 
in  the  activities  of  the  local  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  she  is  a  member. 


CHILDREN  OF  CARL  DAGUE  and  VIRGINIA  L.  SNYDER  SHIELDS 

SUSAN  VIRGINIA,  bom  Dec.  9>  19U8,  at  Wilmington,  Del. 

WILLIAM  CARL,  bom  Aug.  15,  1952,  at  Wilmington,  Del. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
CHARLES  D.  and  MARY  GRACE  SHIELDS  AMBROGIO 


CHARLES  DOMINIC  AMBROGIO 


Son  of  Anthony  and  Maxy  Gualdoni  Ambrogio. 

He  was  bom  in  Detroit,  Mich.  Sept.  2,  19X2,  his  parents  being  immi 
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grants  from  Italy.  After  finishing  the  Grades  and  High  School  in  Detroit, 
he  attended  Ferris  Institute  i  wo  years,  where  he  played  on  the  football 
team.  He  is  a  Certified  Public  Accountant  (C.P.A.)  and  operates  his  own 
business  in  Detroit.  During  World  War  II  he  was  in  the  amy  two  years, 
all  in  this  country,  and  saw  no  active  service;  rating.  Technical  Ser¬ 
geant;  Serial  No.  36,105,395. 

He  married  Mary  Grace  Shields  Jan  11,  19U2.  They  were  divorced  Mar. 
28,  19U6,  in  Detroit,  Mich. 


MART  GRACE  SHIELDS  AMBROSE 

Daughter  of  Jesse  W.  and  Grace  Dague  Shields.  (See  page  28.) 

(After  securing  a  divorce,  Mary  had  her  name  and  that  of  her  daughter 
Carol  legally  changed  from  Ambrogio  to  Ambrose,  by  a  District  Court,  on 
April  2 h,  19U7.) 

Mary  was  bom  Feb.  15,  1917  in  Laurium,  Mich.  When  she  was  about 
two  years  old  her  parents  moved  to  Akron,  0.,  where  she  attended  the  Grade 
and  High  School.  She  attended  Miami  University,  Oxford,  0.  three  years, 
and  Akron  University  one  year,  majoring  in  Art  and  Ceramics;  she  receiv¬ 
ed  her  degree  in  1956  when  she  completed  two  terms  of  summer  school,  being 
granted  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Art  Education  by  Miami  University. 

She  was  employed  two  years  by  a  Detroit  architectural  firm  as  drafts¬ 
man;  and  during  World  War  II  was  with  Chrysler  Corp.  in  the  Armored  Tank 
Engineering  Department,  doing  drafting  work.  Following  the  war  she  es¬ 
tablished  and  operated  the  Shields  Ceramic  Studio  in  Detroit,  where  she 
taught  Ceramics,  Pottery,  and  Art,  and  sold  art  supplies.  In  1950  she 
discontinued  the  studio  and  became  a  designer  with  the  Mayer  China  Co., 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  After  three  years,  she  resigned  this  position  and 
engaged  in  teaching,  in  order  to  have  working  hours  and  vacations  to 
harmonize  with  those  of  her  daughter  Carol.  She  taught  Arts  and  Crafts 
two  years  in  the  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.  Junior  High  School,  and  was  in  the 
Gibsonburg,  0.  schools  one  year,  where  she  was  Supervisor  of  Art  for  the 
Grades  and  Art  Teacher  in  the  High  School.  At  present  (1958)  she  is 
teaching  Arts  and  Crafts  in  the  East  Detroit  High  School. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  D.A.R.  (National  No.  3^861*10,  the  Daughers  of 
American  Colonists,  American  Association  of  University  Women,  and  the 
Grosse  Pointe  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church. 


CHILD  OF  CHARLES  D.  AMBROGIO  and  MARY  SHIELDS  AMBROSE 
CAROL  ANN  AMBROSE 

Bom  Nov.  6,  19h3,  in  Detroit,  Mich.  (Her  name,  originally  Ambrogio, 
was  legally  changed  to  Ambrose.)  A  picture  of  her,  modeling  clay  when  she 
was  about  six  years  old,  was  used  on  the  front  cover  of  Popular  Ceramics 
Magazine.  In  her  first  year  in  Junior  High  School  she  entered  the  1957 
American  Scholastic  Art  Contest  and  was  awarded  a  National  Certificate  of 
Merit  for  Enameling.  She  has  exceptional  talent  for  art,  particularly 
likes  pencil  sketching,  wood  carving  and  clay  modeling,  and  is  now  study¬ 
ing  at  the  Varga  Studio,  in  Detroit,  Mich. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
EDWIN  SHERMAN  and  JESSIE  WILMA  SHIELDS  PRATT 


EDWIN  SHERMAN  PRATT  (Called  Ed.) 

Son  of  Edwin  Moffat  and  Grace  Edith  Kiff  Pratt. 

He  was  bom  in  Detroit,  Mich.  June  22,  1911;  attended  Detroit  public 
schools,  graduating  from  South  Eastern  High  School.  He  studied  engineer¬ 
ing  at  Lawrence  Technical  Institute,  Detroit,  for  two  years.  He  is  an  In¬ 
dustrial  Engineer,  specializing  in  Plant  Lay-out  and  Machine  Design,  and 
in  that  capacity  has  been  employed  by  several  of  the  well  known  manuf actur 
ing  and  engineering  firms  in  Detroit.  In  1957  he  established  his  own  bus¬ 
iness  as  a  Consulting  Engineer,  which  he  operates  in  Grosse  Pointe,  Mich. 
He  is  an  ardent  fisherman  and  each  summer  takes  his  family  on  a  month's 
camping  and  fishing  trip  in  upper  Michigan. 

He  married  Jessie  Wilma  Shields  Dec.  11,  19U3,  at  the  Memorial  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  Grosse  Pointe,  Mich. 


JESSIE  V/IIMA  SHIELDS  PRATT  (Called  Wilma.) 

Daughter  of  Jesse  William  and  Grace  Dague  Shields.  (See  page  28.) 

Wilma  wa s  bom  March  19,  1919,  at  Laurium,  Mich.  At  an  early  age, 
her  parents  moved  to  Akron,  0.,  where  she  attended  the  Grades  and  High 
School,  graduating  from  Garfield  High  in  1937.  She  attended  Miami  Univer¬ 
sity,  Oxford,  0.,  for  four  years,  majoring  in  biology  and  minoring  in 
mathematics,  graduating  in  19Ul  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  education. 

Immediately  after  college,  she  taught  biology  and  mathematics  in  the 
Mat  tew  an,  Mich.  High  School;  then  was  employed  in  the  office  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  where  she  remained  a  year.  Then  she  was  employed 
ty  General  Motors,  which  gave  her  a  six-month  special  training  course  in 
that  company's  Institute  at  Flint,  Mich.  She  was  then  assigned  to  the 
Detroit  Transmission  Division  of  the  Conpany,  as  Mathematician,  in  the 
Engineering  Design  Department,  She  resigned  this  position  a  year  after 
she  was  married,  to  become  a  housewife  and  mother. 

For  several  years  she  did  substitute  teaching  in  the  Grosse  Pointe 
High  School,  and  tutored  students  in  reading  and  mathematics.  In  1952, 
when  all  of  her  children  were  in  school,  she  accepted  a  position  as  Second 
Grade  teacher  in  the  schools  of  near  by  Roseville,  Mich.  In  addition  to 
her  household  and  teaching  duties,  she  takes  an  active  part  in  the  Parent- 
Teachers  Association,  Girl  Scouts,  and  Church.  She  is  a  member  of  Grosse 
Pointe  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church,  and  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  (National  No.  I|1956l|.) 


CHILDREN  OF  EDWIN  SHERMAN  and  JESSIE  WILMA  SHIELDS  PRATT 

CYMBRIE  GRACE,  bom  Jan.  lU,  19U5,  at  Grosse  Pointe,  Mich. 

EDWIN  SHERMAN,  Jr.,  bom  April  23,  19U6,  at  Detroit,  Mich. 

TERRY  ANN,  bom  Oct.  5,  1951,  at  Detroit,  Mich. 
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THE'  FAMILY  OF 
JOHN  IRWIN  and  VIRGINIA  HICKS  JACKSON  SHIELDS 


JOHN  IRWIN  SHIELDS 


1406292 


Son  of  Jesse  William  and  Grace  May  Dague  Shields.  (See  page  28.) 

John  was  born  April  1,  1925  in  Akron,  0.  and  married  Virginia  Jack- 
son  June  7,  19U6  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.  Since  1 9h9  they  have  lived  in 
Greenwich  Village,  New  York  City.  They  have  no  children. 

After  completing  grade  school  in  Akron,  John  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Grosse  Pointe,  Mich,  and  attended  High  School  there,  graduating  with 
honors  in  June,  1914-3*  In  High  School  he  was  active  in  debating  and  dra¬ 
matics,  was  editor  of  the  Literary  Magazine,  and  founder  and  president 
of  the  Chess  Club . 

Following  High  School,  he  worked  in  the  Engineering  Department  of 
the  U.S. Rubber  Co.  in  Detroit  until  called  to  military  service  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  19U3 •  He  received  Arny  Basic  Training  at  Ft.  Benning,  Ga.,  and 
under  the  Army  Specialized  Training  Program  was  assigned  to  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  San  Francisco  for  college  training.  When  this  program  was  dis¬ 
continued  in  April,  19bk,  he  was  assigned  to  the  5th  Regiment  of  the  71st 
Infantry  Division.  He  w as  detached  from  his  unit  as  a  result  of  an  injury 
and  sent  to  Europe  as  a  replacement  in  the  spring  of  19UU ;  there  he  was 
assigned  to  the  5U7th  Artillery  Battalion,  with  which  he  sa w  action  at 
Koln  and  Dusseldorf  just  prior  to  the  end  of  the  war.  He  then  engaged  in 
newspaper  work,  serving  as  Editor  of  the  Dromedary  Daily  for  the  31st  Anti¬ 
aircraft  Group,  a  feature  writer  for  the  6th  Corps  Beach-head  News,  and 
Editor  of  the  Ludwigsburg  Sentinel  for  the  31st  and  33rd  Anti-Aircraft 
Groups.  At  the  termination  of  his  any  career  he  was  Acting  Head  of  the 
Unit  Publications  Section  of  the  Information  and  Education  Division  of 
USFET,  responsible  for  co-ordinating  and  supervising  all  Amy  Unit  Publi¬ 
cations  in  the  European  Theatre.  His  Army  Serial  No.  is  36,87U,713* 

On  return  to  civilian  life  in  April,  19U6,  and  after  his  marriage, 
he  enrolled  in  the  College  for  Men  of  Rutgers  University,  New  Brunswick, 
N.J.,  where  he  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  with  honors  in 
American  Civilization,  in  June,  19h9  •  As  an  undergraduate,  he  was  Editor- 
in-Chief  of  the  Rutgers  Anthologist,  the  University's  Literary  Magazine, 
was  a  member  of  the  University  Debate  squad,  and  founder  and  chairman  of 
the  Rutgers  Film  Society.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Philosopheans,  the  hon¬ 
orary  literary  society,  and  of  Tau  Kappa  Alpha,  the  honorary  Debating  fra¬ 
ternity. 

After  finishing  his  college  work  he  joined  the  research  staff  of  Mc- 
Cann-Ericson,  Inc.,  New  York,  one  of  the  major  advertising  firms,  and  did 
intensive  work  on  the  Chrysler  and  Westinghouse  accounts.  He  then  joined 
the  Ifertheim  Advertising  Associates,  serving  as  Account  Executive  and  Di¬ 
rector  of  Publicity.  In  the  intervening  years  he  has  served  as  Assistant 
Director  of  the  Japan  Society,  Director  of  Public  Relations  for  the  United 
States  Council  of  the  International  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Executive  Direct¬ 
or  of  the  Fair  Canpaign  Practices  Committee,  and  Executive  Director  of 
Quarterlies,  Inc.  He  is  currently  (1958)  Associate  Director  of  Finance 
for  the  Committee  for  Economic  Development. 
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As  a  boy,  John  studied  violin;  also  was  much  interested  in  American 
Indian  lore.  He  had  a  sizable  collection  of  Indian  relics  and  gave  talks 
before  many  groups,  including  the  High  School  assembly,  the  Historical  So¬ 
ciety,  Kiwanis,  and  the  D.A.R.  His  more  recent  interests  include  caipen- 
tzy,  literature,  Hi  Fi  music,  architectore,  and  art. 


VIRGINIA  HICKS  JACKSON  SHIELDS 

Daughter  of  John  William  and  Elizabeth  Hicks  Jackson. 

Virginia  was  born  April  30,  1920  at  Plainfield,  N.J.,  where  she  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools.  In  North  Plainfield  High  School  she  was  Pres¬ 
ident  of  her  class,  member  of  the  Student  Council,  President  of  Tri-Hi, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Junior  Prom.  Following  High  School,  in  1938,  she  at¬ 
tended  Centenary  Junior  College,  Hackettstown,  N.J.,  and  the  Traphagen 
School  of  Fashion  in  New  York  City.  She  studied  sculpture  for  several 
years  at  Greenwich  House,  in  New  York.  She  is  a  fasion  illustrator,  em¬ 
ployed  by  one  of  the  major  resident  buying  offices  in  New  York  City. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
JOHN  FRANK  and  GRACE  BELLE  BRADLEY  DAGUE 


JOHN  FRANK  DAGUE  (Called  Frank) 

Son  of  James  Roney  and  Mary  Sawhill  Dague.  (See  page  23.) 

Frank  was  bom  at  Straight  Creek,  Jackson  County,  Kans.,  July  6,  1889 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Baltimore,  Md.  Nov.  7>  1955*  He  is  buried  in  the 
Holton,  Kans.  Cemetery.  On  June  10,  19lU  he  married  Grace  Belle  Bradley, 
a  neighbor  girl  with  whom  he  had  attended  High  School  and  College. 

He  attended  the  ungraded  country  school  near  Straight  Creek,  Kans. 
until  about  twelve  years  old,  then  entered  the  Holton  schools,  graduating 
from  Holton  High  School  in  1909.  While  in  High  School  he  studied  violin 
at  Campbell  College  and  graduated  from  the  Music  Department  in  1907. 

After  three  years  of  college  at  Campbell,  he  transferred  to  Kansas  Uni¬ 
versity,  graduating  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  (A.B.)  degree  in  1913. 

Following  college,  he  taught  two  years  in  High  Schools  at  Clifton, 
and  Axtell,  Kans.,  then  for  thirteen  years  he  was  employed  by  Southwest 
Bank  of  Commerce  (now  the  Commerce  Trust  Co.),  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he 
advanced  to  the  position  of  Assistant  Cashier  and  Manager  of  the  Vaults. 

In  1928  he  became  Field  Auditor  for  the  Gooc^year  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  sta¬ 
tioned  for  three  years  in  Omaha,  Nebr.,  then  for  a  similar  period  in  the 
Baltimore,  Md,  Branch  of  that  company.  He  then  joined  the  Commercial  Cred¬ 
it  Corp.,  and  a  few  years  later  became  salesman  for  the  Western  Newspaper 
Union,  traveling  in  the  eastern  states,  selling  supplies  to  newspapers. 

He  was  a  Mason,  and  Steward  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Baltimore, 
of  which  Church  both  he  and  his  wife  were  faithful  members. 
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GRACE  BELLE  BRADLEY  DAGUE 

Daughter  of  William  A.  and  Elizabeth  Hollenbeck  Bradley. 

Grace  was  bom  in  Jackson  County,  Kansas  August  21,  1888,  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Holton,  Kans.  public  schools,  graduating  from  Holton  High 
School  in  1908,  She  attended  Campbell  College,  Holton,  four  years,  grad¬ 
uating  in  1912, 

She  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  and  the  Women's  Club  of 
Forest  Park,  in  Baltimore,  Md.  After  her  husband's  death  she  continued 
to  live  in  the  home  they  owned  in  Northwest  Baltimore . 


CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  FRANK  and  GRACE  BRADLEY  DAGUE 

JAMES  RONEY 

Born  March  28,  1916,  Married  Elanor  S.  Stevenson,  (See  below). 

GENE  BRADLEY 

Born  Dec.  li|,  1919.  Married  Marjorie  Nelson  DeFord.  (See  page  38.) 
*#***## ■***#***##**#**##*■#■#**#■*#*##■*#* 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
JAMES  RONEY  and  ELANOR  STEVENSON  DAGUE 


JAMES  RONEY  DAGUE 

Son  of  John  Frank  and  Grace  Bradley  Dague.  (See  page  36.) 

Born  March  28,  1916,  at  Axtell,  Kans,  Attended  public  schools  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  and  Baltimore,  Md,  Graduated  from  Forest 
Park  High  School,  Baltimore,  where  he  played  on  the  hockey  and  golf  teams. 
Following  High  School,  he  attended  Loyola  College  and  Baltimore  Business 
College. 

His  first  regular  job  was  with  the  American  Oil  Co.,  with  which  he 
has  continued  to  the  present,  except  for  time  spent  in  the  aray.  He  has 
advanced  from  salesman  to  District  Sales  Manager,  which  position  he  now 
holds  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  At  various  times  he  has  been  stationed  at  Bal¬ 
timore,  Md.,  Greensboro,  N.C.,  and  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 

He  entered  the  Arny  May  28,  19Ul,  was  commissioned  as  a  2nd  Lieuten¬ 
ant  in  Sept.,  19l|2;  Captain  a  year  later.  He  saw  extensive  service  in 
the  European  Theatre  in  World  War  II,  with  the  333rd  Regiment  of  the  8Uth 
Infantry  Division,  and  fought  in  France,  Belgium  and  Germany  in  many  of 
the  great  battles  that  led  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Discharged  from  service 
Dec.  22,  19U5,  he  accepted  a  commission  in  the  Reserves,  At  the  beginning 
of  war  in  Korea  he  was  recalled  to  active  service,  Aug.  19,  1950,  and 
served  until  May  21,  1952  as  Captain  of  the  5U3rd  Smoke  Generator  Battal¬ 
ion,  Chemical  Section  G.H.Q,,  and  saw  service  in  Japan,  Korea,  and  Okinawa. 

He  married  Elanor  Stevenson  Sept,  10,  19^2;  they  have  no  children. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Masonic  Lodge,  and  the 
Lions  Club. 
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ELANOR  STEVENSON  DAGUE 

Daughter  of  William  and  Lena  Pfort  9evenson. 

She  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.  Dec.  3,  1917,  where  she  attended  the 
public  schools,  graduating  from  Eastern  High.  After  finishing  school,  she 
worked  for  several  years  as  a  secretary  in  the  offices  of  the  American 
Oil  Co.,  where  she  met  her  future  husband. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  past  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Winston-Salem  Wel-Comers  Club. 

###***#*#**#*■#■**####  *  *  #  *  #**■***##****# 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
GENE  BRAD  LET  and  MARJORIE  DeFORD  DAGUE 


GENE  BRADLST  DAGUE 

Son  of  John  Frank  and  Grace  Bradley  Dague.  (See  page  36.) 

He  was  bom  Dec.  14,  1919  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  and  attended  schools 
in  Omaha,  Nebr.  ard  Baltimore,  Md.,  graduating  from  the  Forest  Park  High 
School,  Baltimore. 

On  Aug.  9,  19Ul  he  married  a  Baltimore  girl,  Marjorie  DeFord,  and 
they  live  in  near  by  Randalls  town,  where  they  own  a  nice  ranch- type  mod¬ 
em  home. 

During  World  War  II  he  joined  the  Marines,  May  29,  1914;,  and  saw 
active  service  in  the  Pacific,  including  the  landing  on  Iwo  Jima,  where 
he  was  wounded  by  shrapnel.  He  was  discharged  Feb.  18,  1946. 

Since  returning  from  the  war  he  has  been  salesman  for  fine  printing 
papers  in  the  Baltimore  area. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Junior  Association  of 
Commerce,  the  Graphic  Arts  Association,  and  the  Craftman^  Club. 

MARJORIE  DeFORD  DAGUE 

Daughter  of  Albert  Raymond  and  Margaret  Doughty  DeFord. 

She  was  born  Dec.  1,  191 9  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  she  finished  the 
grades  and  High  School.  She  attended  Eastern  Maryland  College,  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the  Women 1  s  Club  of  Randallstown,  and  the 
Fieldstone  Garden  Club. 


CHILDREN  OF  GENE  BRADLEY  and  MARJORIE  DeFORD  DAGUE 


LINDA  BRADLEY 

Bom  Sept.  16,  1943,  at  Baltimore,  Md. 


BARBARA  ANN 

Bom  April  29,  1948,  at  Randallstown,  Md. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
MORRIS  JAMES  and  ETHEL  CLARE  DAGUE  GILKERSON 


MORRIS  JAMES  GILKERSON 

Son  of  James  and  Alice  Amanda  Morris  Gilkerson. 

He  was  bom  April  lh,  1887  at  Peotone,  Ill.  When  he  was  a  small  boy 
his  parents  moved  to  Horton,  Kans.,  where  his  father  operated  a  grocery 
store  several  years,  then  bought  and  lived  on  a  very  nice  farm  near  by, 
where  Morris  grew  to  manhood. 

He  married  Ethel  Clare  Dague  at  the  home  of  her  parents  in  Holton, 
Kans.  Sept.  28,  1910.  For  several  years  they  lived  in  a  cottage  on  the 
Gilkerson  farm,  where  their  two  older  children  were  bom.  In  1917  they 
moved  to  Marysville,  Kans.,  where  he  operated  a  real  estate  and  insurance 
agency.  In  January,  1923  they  moved  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  contin¬ 
ued  as  a  realtor  until  they  moved  to  Wichita,  Kansas  some  months  later. 

He  was  a  Deacon  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  President  of  Christian 
Endeavor  Society,  and  for  fourteen  years  was  an  efficient  secretary  of 
the  Sunday  School.  He  is  buried  in  the  Horton,  Kansas  Cemetery. 


ETHEL  CLARE  DAGUE  GILKERSON 

Daughter  of  James  Roney  and  Mary  Agnes  Sawhill  Dague.  (See  page  23.) 

Ethel  was  born  at  Straight  Creek,  Jackson  County,  Kans.,  Sept.  2k, 

1890  and  attended  the  ungraded  country  school  near  her  Lome  until  her 
parents  moved  to  Holton,  Kans.  when  she  was  ten  years  old.  She  completed 
the  Grades  and  High  School  in  Holton,  graduating  from  Holton  High  School 
in  May,  1909.  While  in  High  School  she  studied  elocution  at  Campbell  Col¬ 
lege,  in  Holton,  graduating  from  this  course  in  June,  1909.  She  continued 
at  Campbell,  taking  a  teacher  course,  then  taught  the  ungraded  Tutt  school 
near  Denison,  Kansas  one  year. 

After  becoming  a  widow,  she  studied  at  Dague  Business  College,  Wi chita, 
Kans.,  where  she  later  taught  typing  for  a  year  before  becoming  Secretary 
of  a  refrigerating  company  in  Vfichita.  In  1923  she  moved  to  Holton,  Kans. 
and  for  several  years  lived  with  her  mother  and  made  and  sold  potato  chips 
in  a  small  way.  She  expanded  this  business  by  setting  up  a  plant  in  a  com¬ 
mercial  building,  where  she  installed  efficient  machinery  and  equipment, 
in  1936,  Her  sons  entered  this  business  with  her  before  the  war,  and  when 
they  returned  from  service  overseas  they  joined  as  full  partners  in  the 
enterprise.  It  has  developed  into  a  prosperous  concern,  supplying  potato 
chips  and  allied  products  over  all  of  northeast  Kansas. 

She  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  for 
over  forty  years,  having  been  initiated  in  1917.  She  has  held  mary  offices 
in  the  organization,  including  those  of  Worthy  Matron,  Grand  Martha  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas,  President  of  the  District  Aides  Association,  and 
for  eleven  years  was  Secretary  of  the  Columbian  Chapter  No.  l£2.  She  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  church  work  and  for  three  years  was  President  of 
the  New  Era  Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  three 
years  was  President  of  the  Second  District  in  Topeka  Highland  Presbyterial. 
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She  has  also  been  active  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
various  business  organizations e  She  is  a  member  of  the  Holton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  has  served  as  President  of  both  the  Holton  Business  Women 
and  the  Pilots  Club,  a  service  organization  for  women.  She  represented 
this  organization  at  the  International  Pilots  Convention,  at  Toronto.  Can¬ 
ada,  in  1957. 


CHILDREN  OF  MORRIS  JAMES  and  ETHEL  CLARE  DAGUE  GILKERSON 
ETHEL  CLARE 

Born  July  11,  1911.  Married  Donald  William  McAlister.  (See  below.) 
MORRIS  DAGUE 

Born  Dec.  28,  19lU.  Married  Esther  Endora  Bess.  (See  page  I42.) 
JAMES  WARDEN 

Bom  Oct.  21,  1922.  Married  Carol  Grace  Standish.  (See  page  U3 • ) 
•ft##****#**#*#***###**#*###***#*###**# 


THE  FAMILY  OF 

DONALD  WILLIAM  and  ETHEL  CLARE  GILKERSON  McALISTER 


DONAH)  WILLIAM  McALISTER 

Son  of  Howard  and  Agnes  Keene  McAlister. 

He  was  bom  in  South  Paris,  Maine,  April  2h,  1906.  His  mother  died 
when  he  was  about  four  years  old  and  he  lived  with  his  father  and  step¬ 
mother  until  he  was  eighteen,  then  went  to  Wichita,  Kans.,  where  he  lived 
for  a  time  with  his  brother  Ralph.  He  married  Ethel  Clare  Gilkerson  at 
Ellsworth,  Kans.  March  8,  1932.  At  that  time  he  was  Credit  Salesman  for 
Phillips  Petroleum  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  Emporia,  Kans.  In  1933  he 
was  transferred  to  Ottawa,  Kans.,  and  a  year  later  to  Wellington,  Kans., 
where  they  have  lived  since  then.  In  19U8  he  purchased  the  Phillips 
station  and  bulk  agency  in  Wellington  and  has  expanded  the  business  until 
he  owns  five  retail  outlets  and  has  a  large  warehouse  where  he  handles 
surplus  war  supplies. 

He  takes  an  active  part  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Republican 
party,  Young  People’s  organizations,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


ETHEL  CLARE  GILKERSON  McALISTER 

Daughter  of  Morris  James  and  Ethel  Clare  Dague  Gilkerson.  (See  p.  39.) 

She  was  bom  July  11,  1911,  at  Horton,  Kans.,  where  she  was  christened 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  when  three  months  old.  She  started  school  in 
Marysville,  Kans.,  and  attended  West  Point  High  School,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
also  East  High  School,  Wichita,  Kans.,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  May, 
1929.  She  took  part  in  the  class  plays  and  was  a  member  of  the  National 
Honor  Society.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  she  was  in  charge  of  the  flower 
shop  in  the  Allis  Hotel,  Wichita,  Kansas. 
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CHILDREN  OF  DONALD  WILLIAM  and  ETHEL  CLARE  GILKER30N  MoALISTER 


la 


CAROLINE  AGNES 

Born  June  23,  1933.  Married  Norman  Charles  Bourestrom.  (See  below.) 
JUDITH  ANN 

Bom  May  27,  1939,  at  Wellington,  Kans.  Graduated  from  Wellington 
High  School  in  1957,  on  ner  18th  birthday.  Played  the  bazooka  in  the  band 
and  was  cheer  leader  for  three  years.  Played  leading  part  in  Senior  play. 
Graduated  in  upper  10%  of  her  class,  was  crowned  Duchess  at  the  Homecoming, 
and  represented  Wellington  as  Queen  at  the  Arkalala  at  Arkansas  City,  Kan. 
Was  Worthy  Advisor  of  the  Rainbow  Girls  and  Junior  Counselor  at  a  camp  in 
Minnesota.  She  is  (1958)  a  Freshman  in  Macalester  College,  St,  Paul,  Minn. 

REBECCA  ARLETTE 

Bom  Jan.  23,  19lLL,  at  Wellington,  Kans.  Represented  the  Youth  Synod 
of  Kansas  at  the  Rally  at  Grinell,  la.  in  1957.  Is  President  of  the  Sen¬ 
ior  Kayettes,  a  leader  in  Girl  Scouts,  and  Junior  Counselor  at  the  Mar-Mac 
Camp  in  Minnesota.  She  also  sings  in  the  church  choir  and  belongs  to  the 
Youth  Group  and  the  Rainbow  Girls. 

DONALD  WILLIAM,  II 

Bom  June  28,  19U2,  at  Wellington,  Kans.  Plays  golf,  junior  baseball, 
and  is  Counselor  at  the  Mar-Mac  Camp  in  Minnesota. 

THOMAS  KEENE.  Born  Feb.  5,  191*5,  at  Wellington,  Kans. 

PATRICIA  ADELE.  Bom  Oct.  16,  191*8,  at  Wellington,  Kans. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 

NORMAN  CHARLES  and  CAROLINE  AGNES  McALISTER  BOURESTROM 


NORMAN  CHARLES  BOURESTROM,  Jr. 

Son  of  Norman  Charles  and  Mary  Bourestrom. 

He  was  born  at  Duluth,  Minn.  Jan.  27,  1931  and  married  Caroline  Agnes 
McAlister  June  3,  1956,  at  Wellington,  Kans. 

He  received  his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  the  University  of  Min¬ 
nesota,  his  Masters  from  the  University  of  South  Dakota,  and  his  Doctor¬ 
ate  in  Psychology,  Aug.  25,  1956,  at  the  University  of  Houston,  Texas. 

Both  he  and  his  wife  are  employed  at  the  Veterans  Hospital  at  Tomah, 
Wis.,  where  he  is  the  Psychologist,  working  with  the  mentally  disturbed 

patients . 
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CAROLINE  AGNES  McALISTER_  D OU i^STROM 

Daughter  of  Donald  William  and  Ethel  Clare  Gilkerson  McAlister. 

(See  page  UO . ) 

She  was  bom  June  23,  1933,  at  Emporia,  Kans.,  attended  school  at 
Wellington,  Kans.,  where  she  graduated  from  High  School  in  May,  1951.  She 
was  a  leader  in  the  Kayettes  and  specialized  in  dramatics.  She  attended 
Texas  College  for  Women,  Denton,  Texas,  where  she  majored  in  Occupational 
Therapy.  While  in  college  she  was  President  of  the  Sophomore  class,  Treas 
urer  of  the  Student  Council,  and  in  her  Senior  year  was  Assistant  to  the 
Dean.  She  was  Worthy  Advisor  of  the  Rainbow  Girls  Grand  Assembly  at  Well¬ 
ington,  Kans.  in  June  1954,  and  Supreme  Treasurer  of  the  organization  at 
the  National  Meeting  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  in  July,  1954.  For  three 
years  she  was  Princess  for  the  Red  Bud  Festivities,  and  represented  her 
school  at  a  college  Students  Convention  at  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

AXter  finishing  college  in  1955  she  served  her  internship  with  the 
Retarded  and  Crippled  Children,  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  Menninger  Hospital, 
Topeka,  Kans.,  and  the  Veterans  Hospital,  Houston,  Texas.  While  on  this 
assignment  in  Houston  she  met  her  future  husband,  who  was  doing  advanced 
research  work  in  the  same  institution.  She  is  at  present  (1958)  employed 
in  the  Veterans  Hospital,  Tomah,  Wis .  They  have  no  children. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
MORRIS  DAGUE  and  ESTER  ENDORA  BESS  GILKERSON 


MORRIS  DAGU3  GILKERSON 

Son  of  Morris  and  Ethel  Clare  Dague  Gilkerson.  (See  page  39.) 

He  was  bom  Dec.  28,  1914,  at  Holton,  Kans.,  and  married  Ester  Endora 
Bess  Nov.  3,  1939.  He  graduated  from  Holton  High  School  in  May,  1933.  He 
was  a  Boy  Scout,  played  basketball  and  football  and  was  on  the  track  team. 
He  attended  State  Teachers  College,  Emporia,  Kans.  one  year,  then  worked 
in  his  mother* s  potato  chip  business  until  inducted  into  the  Army,  in 

April,  1944. 

He  took  his  training  at  Canp  Roberts,  Calif,  and  arrived  in  Europe 
Nov.  1,  1944,  as  Radio  man  with  Hdq.  Co.  3rd  Bn.,  319th  Inf.,  80th  Div., 
of  General  Patton's  Third  Army.  His  first  combat  experience  was  in  the 
famous  Battle  of  the  Bulge,  on  his  thirtieth  birthday.  He  later  took 
part  in  important  battles  in  France,  the  Ardennes,  the  Rhineland,  and 
Central  Europe.  His  Battalion  was  the  first  to  cross  the  Rhine  at  the 
Siegfried  Base,  where  he  was  under  barrage  for  three  days  and  three  nights 
without  relief,  and  saw  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  his  Battalion  lost. 

He  was  a  corporal,  and  after  the  end  of  hostilities  served  as  Jeep  driver 
for  officers,  often  accompanying  them  on  long  trips.  He  was  discharged 
March  l5,  1946. 

Since  his  return  from  the  amy  he  has  been  a  partner  with  his  mother 
and  brother  in  the  E.  D.  Gilkerson  &  Sons  potato  chip  business  in  Holton, 
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Kans.  On  Christmas,  1957  he  suffered  a  severe  heart  attack  and  was  in 
the  hospital  several  weeks. 


ESTER  ENDORA  BESS  GILKERSON 

Daughter  of  Rev.  Troy  and  Leona  Anderson  Bess. 

She  was  born  Dec.  16,  1919  at  Florence,  Kans.  and  was  quite  young 
when  her  father  moved  to  Topeka,  Kans.  to  become  pastor  of  the  Christian 
Church  there.  She  began  school  in  Topeka,  and  finished  it  in  Holton, 
Kans.,  where  she  graduated  from  Holton  High  School  in  1937. 

While  her  husband  was  in  service  she  took  over  his  work  in  the 
potato  chip  business  and  drove  a  delivery  truck  for  almost  two  years. 
Since  then  she  has  been  employed  as  a  secretary  at  an  auto  sales  company. 
She  is  organist  at  the  Holton  Christian  Church,  where  she  is  a  member; 
and  quite  active  in  the  Eastern  Star,  in  which  organization  she  has  held 
several  Important  posts,  including  that  of  Worthy  Matron,  and  Grand  Page. 
Her  present  hobby  is  landscaping  the  yard  of  their  new  home. 


CHILD  OF  MORRIS  DAGUE  and  ESTER  ENDORA  BESS  GILKERSON 

PATRICIA  ELLEN  (Called  Peggy.) 

Born  Aug.  2,  191*1  >  at  Holton,  Kansas. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
JAMES  WARDEN  and  CAROL  GRACE  STAND  ISH  GILKERSON 


JAMES  WARDEN  GILKERSON 

Son  of  Morris  James  and  Ethel  Clare  Dague  Gilkerson.  (See  page  39.) 

He  was  born  Oct.  21,  1922  at  Marysville,  Kans.  and  married  Carol  Grace 
Standish  Aug.  l5,  19l*8.  He  attended  the  grades  and  High  School  in  Holton, 
Kans.,  graduating  in  19l*0.  After  finishing  High  School  he  worked  with  his 
mother  in  the  potato  chip  business  until  he  was  called  into  the  army  Dec. 

22,  191*2. 

His  first  training  was  at  Miami,  Fla.;  then  he  was  sent  to  Greeley, 
Colo,  for  three  months  special  training  in  the  Air  Force  Ground  Crew;  and 
then  to  Spokane,  Wash.,  where  he  was  attached  to  the  390th  Bombardment 
Group,  569th  Bombing  Squad.  His  group  spent  a  short  time  at  Cut  Bank, 
Mont.,  then  went  overseas,  landing  in  England  Aug.  12,  191*3 •  He  was  s  a- 
tioned  at  Paraham,  England  for  the  remainder  of  the  European  part  of  the 
war,  returning  to  the  States  July  1*,  191*5 « 
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While  in  England  ho  was  Parts  Supply  Sergeant,  responsible  for  sup¬ 
plying  or  making  replacement  parts  as  needed;  and  plenty  of  repair  parts 
were  required,  as  his  squadron  of  B-17  Bombers  flew  301  missions  in  which 
158  planes  were  lost,  while  they  were  credited  with  destroying  37U  of  the 
eneny  planes .  His  squad  took  part  in  most  of  the  big  battles  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  war. 

When  he  returned  from  England  he  had  a  month’s  furlough  at  home  and 
was  then  recalled  to  take  training  on  B— 2U  planes  preparatory  to  service 
in  the  war  with  Japan  in  the  Pacific.  He  arrived  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.  to 
start  training  the  day  Japan  surrendered.  He  then  was  sent  to  Albuquer¬ 
que,  N.M.,  where  he  worked  at  issuing  discharges  until  he  secured  his  own 
discharge  Oct.  3,  19U5,  and  returned  to  Holton,  Kans.  He  then  joined  his 
mother  and  brother  Morris  in  the  E.  D.  Gilkerson  &  Sons  Company  and  is 
still  with  them  in  the  business  of  making  and  selling  potato  chips. 


CAROL  GRACE  STANDISH  GILKERSON 

Daughter  of  James  Frederick  and  Hazel  Taylor  Standi sh. 

Carol,  who  traces  her  line  of  descent  direct  from  Miles  Standish  and 
Priscilla  and  John  Alden  of  the  Mayflower,  was  bom  at  Calvert,  Norton 
County,  Kansas,  Nov.  21,  1929*  She  graduated  from  the  Almena,  Kans,  High 
School  in  May,  19U7 >  and  attended  summer  school  at  Hays  Teachers  College, 
Hays,  Kans.,  after  which  she  taught  one  term,  thon  came  to  Holton,  Kans., 
in  Jan.,  I9I4.8  and  worked  in  the  Holton  Recorder  office  until  she  was  mar¬ 
ried. 


CHILDREN  OF  JAMES  WARDEN  and  CAROL  GRACE  STANDISH  GILKERSON 
ADRIAN  JENE 

Born  Feb.  ks  1950,  at  Holton,  Kansas. 

TIMOTHY  ALAN 

Born  Sept.  8,  1955,  at  Holton,  Kansas. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
CHARLES  CLIFTON  and  CORA  MILLER  SAWHILL 


CHARLES  CLIFTON  SAWHILL  (Called  Charlie) 

Son  of  James  Alexander  and  Margaret  Virginia  Bruner  Sawhill.  (Pg.9) 
He  was  bom  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  lU,  1867;  was  brought  to 
Kansas  by  his  parents  when  he  was  only  ten  months  old.  When  he  was  two 
years  old  his  father  bought  a  160-acre  farm  three  and  one-half  miles  west 
and  one  mile  north  of  Holton,  Kans.,  and  on  this  farm  Charlie  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  On  his  father's  death,  when  he  was  seventeen,  he 
and  his  mother  assumed  the  responsibility  of  operating  the  farm;  later 
he  bought  it  and  continued  to  operate  it  until  his  death,  June  1,  19lfL. 

He  attended  the  near  by  rural  school,  but  because  of  the  responsi¬ 
bility  on  the  farm  and  the  necessity  of  supporting  his  mother  and  three 
sisters,  he  was  unable  to  continue  his  education.  In  early  youth  he 
united  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Holton  and  was  thereafter 
active  in  all  church  work.  For  many  years  he  sang  bass  in  the  choir.  He 
was  a  Ruling  Elder  in  his  Church  for  19  years;  for  nine  years  was  the 
Treasurer  of  the  District  School  Board. 

Charlie  was  known  throughout  the  community  as  a  good  horseman  and 
judge  of  horses.  He  wa 3  a  kindly,  intelligent  man,  an  excellent  conver¬ 
sationalist.  His  greatest  joy  was  in  his  family,  which  included  seven 
grandchildren  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  lived  with  his  mother  until 
he  was  thirty-five,  when,  on  Oct.  22,  1902,  he  married  Cora  May  Miller, 
a  neighboring  farm  girl.  He  is  buried  in  the  Holton,  Kans.  Cemetery. 

CORA  MAY  MILLER  SAWHILL 

Daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  Nicholls  Miller. 

She  was  bom  near  Blue  Mound,  Christian  County,  Ill.  When  she  was 
small  her  parents  moved  to  a  farm  near  St.  Clere,  Pottawatomie  County, 
Kans.,  where  they  lived  a  few  years;  then  moved  to  adjoining  Jackson 
County.  Following  her  education  in  the  rural  schools,  she  attended  Camp- 
bell  University,  at  Holton,  where  she  received  a  teacher's  certificate. 

She  taught  for  eight  years  in  the  rural  schools  of  Jackson  County  prior 
to  her  marriage  at  the  family  home  three  miles  southwest  of  Holton.  In 
her  youth  she  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church;  after  marriage  she  trans¬ 
ferred  her  membership  to  the  Holton  Presbyterian  Church,  where  she  was  a 
faithful  member  until  her  death,  April  13,  19U3* 


CHILDREN  OF  CHARLES  CLIFTON  and  CORA  MAY  MILLER  SAWHILL 
MABEL  GLADYS 

Bom  July  U,  190lw  Married  Carl  Heniy  Comelssen.  (See  page  i|6.) 
CLARENCE  EDWIN 

Bom  Nov.  5,  1906.  Married  Marie  French.  (See  page  1*9*) 

DOROTHY  MARIE  „  . 

Born  Oct.  11,  1911.  Married  Donald  Oscar  Roller.  (See  page  50.) 
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TWO  OTHER  CHILDREN,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  died  in  infancy. 


###•£***•**#  ##■#•#■»*■•»*’*###■#■  *  -*  *  tt  *  *  *  tt 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
CARL  HENRI  and  MABEL  GLADYS  SAWHILL  CORNELSSEN 


CARL  HENRY  CORNELSSEN 

Son  of  Ernest  and  Marie  Albrecht  Comelssen. 

Carl's  parents  emigrated  from  Germary  and  settled  near  Ransom,  Ness 
County,  Kans.,  where  he  wa s  bom  Nov.  9,  190U.  His  parents  later  moved 
to  Jackson  County,  Kans.,  where  Carl  attended  the  Holton  High  School, 
graduating  in  1923.  He  married  Mabel  Sawhill  Aug.  22,  1929 ;  they  set  up 
housekeeping  on  a  farm  east  of  Holton;  a  few  years  later  moved  to  another 
farm  about  four  miles  v/est  of  Holton.  After  Mabel's  death  Carl  moved  to 
Holton,  where  he  has  worked  for  the  Co-op  and  as  a  carpenter. 

In  his  early  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church;  after 
marriage,  he  transferred  to  the  Holton  Presbyterian  Church,  where  he 
sings  in  the  choir.  He  served  on  the  School  Board  six  years. 


MABEL  GLADYS  SAY/HILL  CORNELSSEN 

Daughter  of  Charles  Clifton  and  Cora  Miller  Sawhill.  (See  page  U5 • ) 

She  was  bom  near  Holton,  Jackson  County,  Kans.  July  7a  1901; ;  attend¬ 
ed  the  Maple  Grove  district  school  and  Holton  High  School.  While  in  High 
School  she  wa s  President  of  both  the  Dramatic  Club  and  her  Class,  and  was 
Class  Valedictorian  when  she  graduated.  Following  High  School,  she  taught 
in  a  local  rural  school  for  a  year,  then  attended  Park  College,  Parkville, 
Mo.  a  year;  then  again  taught  the  grades  two  years  in  the  Holton  schools. 
She  then  attended  Emporia,  Kans.  Teachers  College  a  year,  receiving  her 
Teachers  Life  Certificate  in  1928.  The  following  year  she  was  an  instruct¬ 
or  in  the  Ottawa,  Kans.  city  schools.  In  August,  1929  she  married  Carl 
Comelssen  and  became  a  farmer's  wife. 

Mabel  died  July  17,  19U6,  soon  after  giving  birth  to  a  son  who  lived 
only  a  short  time.  She  is  buried  in  the  Holton,  Kansas  Cemeteiy . 


CHILDREN  OF  CARL  HENRY  and  MABEL  GLADYS  SAWHILL  CORNELSSEN 


BONITA  MARE  ,  ,  N 

‘  Born  July  22,  1931.  Married  Melvin  Earl  Askren.  (See  page  U7.) 

CAROL  RUTH 

Bom  Sept.  22,  193U.  Married  Roy  Gary  Cozad.  (See  page  U8.) 

CARL  ERNEST  (called  Ernie.) 

Bom  Dec.  17.  19 UO,  in  Holton,  Kans.  He  is  now  a  Senior  in  Holton 
High  School  (1958) .  He  has  been  active  in  school  sports  and  other  acti¬ 
vities,  and  is  President  of  the  student  body. 
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GARY  MARTIN 

Bom  June  8,  19h2,  in  Holton,  Kans.  He  is  at  present  (1958)  a  Sopho¬ 
more  in  Holton  High  School. 

CHARLES  SAWHILL 

Born  July  17,  19l|6;  died  same  day. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
MELVIN  EARL  and  BONITA  MARIE  CORNELSSEN  ASKREN 


MELVIN  EARL  ASKREN 

Son  of  Roscoe  Carl  and  Jessie  May  Simmons  Askren. 

He  was  born  at  Holton,  Kans.  Dec.  10,  1930;  attended  the  Winding 
Vale  rural  school  and  Holton  High  School,  where  he  graduated  in  19^8. 

He  won  the  Sears  Scholarship  and  attended  Kansas  University,  Lawrence, 
Kans.  one  year  before  he  married  Bonnie  Comelssen  in  Holton,  Kans.  on 
Nov.  19,  19li9. 

Melvin  was  very  active  in  Youth  and  High  School  activities.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  U-H  Club  several  years  and  raised  stock  which  won  honors 
at  several  showings.  He  was  awarded  the  Seventh  Degree  in  the  National 
Grange.  For  four  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 
(FFA),  and  was  selected  for  "Who's  Who  In  America"  in  19U8.  In  High 
School  he  was  on  the  track  team,  sang  in  the  Boys  Glee  Club,  played  sax 
in  the  band,  and  had  a  part  in  the  Senior  play.  He  is  a  Methodist,  a 
member  of  Electricians  Union  (I.B  ,E.W.i|28) ,  and  active  in  the  local  PTA. 
He  is  employed  by  the  A-C  Electric  Co.,  Bakersfield,  Calif. 


BONITA  MARIE  CORNELSSEN  ASKREN  (called  "Bonnie".) 

Daughter  of  Carl  Henry  and  Mabel  Sawhill  Comelssen.  (See  page  i|6.) 

Bonnie  was  bom  near  Holton,  Kans.  July  22,  1931.  She  attended  both 
Grade  and  High  School  in  Holton.  Yi/bile  in  school  she  was  very  popular 
and  participated  in  mary  activities.  She  is  a  talented  musician,  played 
the  flute  in  the  High  School  Band,  sang  in  the  Glee  Club  and  Mixed  Chorus, 
and  was  accompanist  for  solos  and  ensembles.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Latin  Club,  President  of  the  Kayettes  in  her  Senior  year,  and  President  of 
her  Class  in  her  Junior  year.  She  was  a  member  of  the  U-H  Club,  the 
Grange,  and  the  Quill  and  Scroll,  the  National  High  School  Journalistic 
Society.  In  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  where  they  now  (1958)  reside,  she  plays 
the  organ  in  the  Methodist  Church,  teaches  in  Sunday  School,  belongs  to 
the  Missionary  group  and  the  PTA. 


CHILDREN  OF  MELVIN  EARL  and  BONITA  MARIE  CORNELSSEN  ASKREN 
MICHAEL  ALAN 

Born  Jan.  27,  1952,  at  Holton,  Kans.  Baptized  Easter  Sunday,  April 
13,  1952,  at  the  Holton  Methodist  Church. 
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DAVID  EARL 


Bom  June  7,  19$h,  at  Bakersfield,  Calif.  Baptized  Easter  Sunday, 
April  10,  1955,  at  Holton,  Kans.  Methodist  Church. 

RUSSELL  WAYNE 

Bom  Dec.  k,  1956,  at  Bakersfield,  Calif.  Baptized  June  30,  1957, 
at  Holton,  Kans.  Methodist  Church. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
ROY  GARY  and  CAROL  RUTH  CORNELSSEN  COZAD 


ROY  GARY  COZAD 

Son  of  George  C.  and  Mary  Ellen  Miles  Cozad. 

He  was  born  at  Goff,  Kans.  April  2k,  1935*  His  parents  moved  to 
California,  where  he  entered  the  grade  schools,  but  returned  to  Holton, 
Kans.  for  High  School.  While  in  High  School  he  was  a  three-year  "Letter 
i/Ian",  in  football,  basketball,  and  track;  a  Junior  Rotarian,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Glee  Club  and  the  Chorus. 

He  has  served  in  the  U.S. Coast  Guard  four  years,  from  July  23,  1953 
to  July  23,  1957;  Serial  No.  307777.  For  three  and  one-half  years  of 
his  service  he  was  stationed  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Disaster  Rescue  Team  following  the  hurricane  "Audrey",  which  wrecked 
many  cities  along  the  Gulf  Coast  in  July,  1957*  After  receiving  his  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  Coast  Guard  he  entered  Kansas  University,  Lawrence,  where 
he  is  (1958)  majoring  in  Education.  He  married  Carol  Ruth  Comelssen 
Dec.  2h,  1953. 


CAROL  RUTH  CORNELSSEN  COZAD 

Daughter  of  Carl  Henry  and  Mabel  Sawhill  Comelssen.  (See  page  i;6.) 

Carol  was  bom  Oct,  22,  193U  at  Holton,  Kans.  She  attended  the 
grades  in  Holton,  and  the  Holton  High  School,  graduating  in  1952.  While 
in  school  she  took  part  in  many  activities;  member  of  the  Glee  Club, 
the  Sextette,  the  Band,  and  the  Junior  play.  She  was  Junior  Class  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Senior  Vice  President.  She  was  Student  Council  representative, 
on  the  Annual  staff,  a  member  of  Girls  State,  and  class  Valedictorian. 

Since  completing  school  she  has  worked  as  secretary  for  various  or¬ 
ganizations  in  Holton,  Kans.,  Topeka,  Kans.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  ana  is  at 
present  (1958)  employed  as  a  legal  secretary  in  Lawrence,  Kans.,  where 
her  husband  is  attending  the  University  of  Kansas . 


CHILDREN  OF  ROY  GARY  and  CAROL  RUTH  CORNELSSEN  COZAD 


ROY  GARY,  Jr. 

Born  Oct,  2k,  195k,  at  New  Orleans,  La. 
SCOTT  CAMERON 

Bom  Dec.  28,. 1 955,  at  New  Orleans,  La. 


(UtV-t)  UnSe.'  iC3  }  .i3K  *^a  AD  "  5:'  .• 


«EJ*XO‘&  ©flit  JOTLS  dfJj.v  Pt‘-'1 

tjo  S  !  ,  .1  '  ,B-.-  ■”  •-  j  •  ■'  ■  ■  ■■.’  •■ 

bejioaiw  rioirf*  ,  ‘\9Tjbt;.“ "  ene»iTU.«i  t  c, 
ei  tot  eo ieml  ,X«W*vjWU  aoancX  t-w#*®.  eri  i  air  *»••••>>  t  u* 

■•  -  a  au  V  «rr  r-*fri  i  rrr 


erii  btbnaJi*.  otto  .out*  .nodXoH  i*  4C?X  ,'S  •  >**  mo<f  taw  :  -s 

»  *.  r  ^  —  .  -  r  r  ^  54*  t  fl 


er.j  Dei.A'i©  j  nc  .cr  ^ 


v.f.jtva  iSK  i  ••  ■:.  o*-’  •j.  ■  1  -  •  ■* 

ac> T  .  .  i. 


-CO  3JJOJ1S  '  1UX  His  -  «  '  ■  M  *=• 

it  a,  bn,  s,ul  ,r  10  mV.  ,.£.«>  .Mfaqol  ..anai  ...  -c  I  i.C  ••  ox  ■ 


ei  .ini-  »CiO  v.rt«  da  .o®5 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
CLARENCE  EDWIN  and  MARIE  FRENCH  SAWHILL 


CLARENCE  EDWIN  SAWHILL 

Son  of  Charles  Clifton  and  Cora  May  Miller  Sawhill.  (See  page  U5«) 

He  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  northwest  of  Holton,  Kans.  Nov.  5, 
1906  and  lived  on  the  farm  helping  his  father  with  the  work  until  he  7/as 
nineteen,  when  he  entered  college.  His  primaiy  education  was  in  the  local 
rural  school,  followed  by  Holton  High  School.  While  in  High  School  he 
took  violin  lessons  and  sang  in  the  Glee  Club  and  the  Quartet. 

In  the  fall  of  1925  he  entered  Bethany  College,  Lindsborg,  Kans., 
where  he  studied  four  years,  majoring  in  Voice  in  the  Music  Department, 

He  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Music  degree  in  1929,  then  secured  a  posi¬ 
tion  teaching  music  in  the  schools  of  Norton,  Kans.  Four  years  later  he 
became  a  teacher  of  instrumental  music  in  the  Junior  and  Senior  High 
Schools  of  Lawrence,  Kans.  Four  years  later  he  accepted  a  similar  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  schools  at  Urbana,  Ill.  Next,  he  was  Assistant  Director  of 
Music,  and  Band  Leader,  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana.  In  19U7 
he  became  Director  of  Bands  at  the  University  of  Southern  California, 

Los  Angeles. 

He  could  be  classed  today  as  the  best  known  and  best  liked  band  di¬ 
rector  among  the  colleges  of  the  entire  country.  He  has  appeared  with 
his  bands  at  the  New  Year's  Day  Rose  Bowl  Parade  and  the  Rose  Bowl  foot¬ 
ball  games.  Alien  he  was  teaching  in  High  Schools  he  entered  his  bands  in 
many  state  and  national  contests,  winning  many  of  the  highest  honors.  In 
addition  to  his  regular  v/ork,  he  also  instructs  at  the  Interlachen  Festi¬ 
val  of  Music  at  Interlachen,  Mich.,  which  is  held  every  summer. 

He  married  Marie  French  at  Hutchinson,  Kans.  Aug.  30,  1930.  She  was 
a  fellow  student  of  college  days,  and  they  have  worked  together  with  their 
music  ever  since.  In  1930  they  studied  together  at  the  Sherwood  School 
of  Music,  Chicago,  where  he  received  a  Band  Conductor's  Certificate. 

He  v/as  granted  a  Masters  degree  in  Music  by  the  University  of  Illinois. 

He  has  conducted  musical  festivals  and  judged  contests  in  thirty 
states,  aid  has  visited  music  schools  and  attended  concerts  in  nearly  all 
the  states  as  well  as  in  Canada  and  Mexico.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Bandmasters  Association  and  the  American  Association  of  University 
Professors,  as  v/ell  as  various  musical  organizations  and  fraternities. 


MARIE  FRENCH  SAWHILL 

She  was  born  Feb.  13,  1909  at  Hutchinson,  Kans.  After  completing 
High  School  she  entered  Bethany  College,  lindsborg,  Kans.  as  a  student  of 
Music.  She  received  a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Music.  She  later  studied  at 
Sherwood  School  of  Music,  Chicago,  and  has  been  of  great  help  to  her  hus¬ 
band,  accompanying  him  when  he  sang  and  playing  the  organ  when  he  directed 

church  choirs. 
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CHILDREN  OF  CLARENCE  EDWIN  and  MARIE  FRENCH  SAWHILL 


KATHLEEN  LOUISE 

Bom  Nov.  20,  19U0,  at  Urbana,  Ill. 
KENNETH  IYMAN 

Born  Dec.  17,  19U8,  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
DONALD  OSCAR  and  DOROTHY  MARIE  SAWHILL  ROLLER 


DONALD  OSCAR  ROLLER 

Son  of  Oscar  Valentine  and  Juanita  Sophia  Eberhart  Roller. 

He  was  bom  Aug.  1,  1907  at  Watson,  near  Topeka,  Kans.  After  attend¬ 
ing  rural  school,  and  Highland  Park  school  in  Topeka,  he  entered  Berryton 
High  School,  south  of  Topeka,  graduating  in  1925.  During  his  High  School 
years  he  lived  with  his  parents  on  a  farm,  helping  with  the  farm  work. 

He  always  took  an  interest  in  music,  playing  piano  and  saxophone.  He  and 
his  four  sisters  constituted  a  family  orchestra. 

He  married  Dorothy  Sawhill  Feb.  22,  193U,  at  Topeka,  Kan3.  For  two 
years  they  lived  on  a  farm  a  few  miles  east  of  Topeka,  then  moved  to  a 
farm  near  Holton,  Kans.  They  now  have  a  home  in  Holton  and  Donald  com¬ 
mutes  to  his  farm  about  a  mile  west  of  town,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
dairying  aid  general  agriculture. 


DOROTHY  MARIE  SAWHILL  ROLLER 

Daughter  of  Charles  Clifton  and  Cora  Miller  Sawhill.  (See  page  U5.) 

Dorothy  v/as  born  on  her  father’s  farm  four  and  a  half  miles  northwest 
of  Holton,  Kans.,  Oct. 10,  1911.  She  attended  the  rural  district  school, 
Maple  Grove,  and  Holton  High  School,  from  which  she  graduated  in  1929. 
Following  graduation,  she  was  employed  by  the  Security  Benefit  Association 
in  Topeka,  Kans,  for  four  years  prior  to  her  marriage  to  Donald  Roller. 
Since  moving  back  to  Holton  she  has  been  employed  by  the  Jackson  County 
Farm  Bureau  Association. 


CHILDREN  OF  DONALD  OSCAR  and  DOROTHY  MARIE  SAWHILL  ROLLER 


DALE  EDWIN 

Born  June  7,  1935,  at  Topeka,  Kans. 

He  attended  the  Maple  Grove  District  school  in  Jackson  County,  and 
Holton  High  School,  graduating  in  1953*  While  in  school  he  played  the 
trombone  in  both  the  Concert  and  the  School  Marching  Band.  He  graduated 
from  Emporia  State  Teachers  College,  Emporia,  Kans.,  in  1957  and  is  now 
(1958)  teaching  vocal  and  instrumental  music  in  the  schools  at  Oswego, 
Kans.  He  is  also  director  of  the  choir  in  the  Oswego  Methodist  Church. 
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He  is  a  member  of  Phi  Mu  Alpha,  a  national  honorary  music  fraternity.  He 
married  Bernice  Fae  Deeter,  Aug,  18,  1957. 

DELORES  AM 

Bom  Oct,  25,  1937,  at  Holton,  Kans,  She  attended  Maple  Grove  rural 
school;  then  Holton  High  School,  where  she  played  the  flute  in  the  band 
four  years  and  was  active  in  dramatics,  taking  leading  parts  in  the  Junior 
and  the  Senior  plays.  She  is  now  (1958)  a  Senior  in  Westmar  College,  at 
LeMars ,  Iowa  • 

DONNA  JEAN 

Born  April  U,  1939,  at  Holton,  Kans.  She  attended  Maple  Grove  rural 
school  up  to  7th  Grade,  when  her  parents  moved  to  Holton,  after  which  she 
attended  the  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools  in  Holton,  graduating  in  1957. 
She  was  an  honor  student,  elected  to  Girls  State,  and  during  her  Senior 
year  was  Vice  President  of  the  Kayettes  and  President  of  the  Latin  Club 
and  the  Pep  Cats.  She  received  the  P.E.O.  award,  won  the  W.C.T.U.  contest 
and  was  granted  a  gold  medal  for  scholastic  standing, 

Donna  has  been  active  in  the  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  Holton,  and  in  the  IJ,  work,  of  which  she  is  a  state  officer. 
She  is  at  present  (1958)  attending  Emporia,  Kans.  State  Teachers  College 
where  she  is  employed  part  time  in  the  library.  She  has  been  named  to 
the  school's  Committee  of  *58,  which  comprises  outstanding  Freshmen. 

DARYL  LEE 

Born  April  3,  19^5,  at  Holton,  Kans.  He  is  (1958)  an  honor  student 
in  first  year  Junior  High  School  at  Holton,  where  he  plays  cornet  in  the 
Junior  High  Band. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
WILLIAM  ROBERT  and  LAURA  GERTRUDE  SAWHILL  LENTZ 


WILLIAM  ROBERT  LENTZ 

Son  of  John  W.  and  Margaret  Mallinger  Lentz. 

Will  was  born  Aug,  29,  1871,  at  Genoa,  Nebr.  When  he  w as  seven  years 
old  his  parents  moved  to  a  farm  tv/o  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Whiting, 
Kans.,  which  was  his  home  for  the  next  thirty-seven  years.  In  1915  he 
bought  a  home  in  Holton,  Kans.,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  March  21, 
1933.  After  leaving  the  farm,  he  operated  a  poultry  and  egg  business  in 
Holton.  He  married  Laura  Sawhill  Sept.  15,  1896.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  Whiting,  also  a  member  of  Eastern  Star.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Will  was  a  brother  of 
Edwin  Lentz  (see  page  53),  and  their  wives  were  sisters. 


LARUA  GERTRUDE  SAWHILL  LENTZ 

Daughter  of  James  Alexander  and  Margaret  Bruner  Sawhill.  (See  P.  9.) 
Laura  was  born  July  22,  1873  on  her  father's  farm  northwest  of  Holton 
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Kans,  After  completing  the  country  school  she  attended  Campbell  Univer¬ 
sity,  Holton,  where  she  secured  a  teacher’s  certificate;  she  taught  rural 
school  two  years  before  marriage  *  While  at  Campbell  she  studied  public 
speaking  and  elocution,  in  which  she  was  quite  proficient.  After  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death  she  made  her  home  with  her  son  Clyde  until  her  death  Dec.  21, 
1938.  She  is  buried  in  the  Holton  Cemetery. 


CHILD  OF  WILLIAM  ROBERT  and  LAURA  GERTRUDE  SAWHILL  LENTZ 
JOHN  CLIDE  (called  Clyde). 

Bom  Nov.  17,  1897  in  Jackson  County,  Kans.  (See  below.) 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
JOHN  CLIDE  and  FRANCES  EVAUN  RAFTER  LENTZ 


JOHN  CLYDE  LENTZ  (Called  Clyde.) 

Son  of  William  Robert  and  Laura  Sawhill  Lentz.  (See  above.) 

Clyde  was  born  Nov.  17,  1897  at  Whiting,  Kans.  He  attended  a  rural 
ungraded  school  and  Whiting  High  School,  then  entered  Kansas  University, 
Lawrence,  where  he  graduated  in  1925.  For  four  years  thereafter  he  was 
managor  of  a  lumber  company,  then  for  seventeen  years  was  a  traveling 
salesman  for  a  cement  firm,  covering  a  territory  in  central  Kansas.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  he  lived  in  Ottawa,  Topeka,  and  Salina,  Kans.  In  19U6  he 
bought  a  lumber  and  supply  company  in  Osage  City,  Kans.,  which  he  still 
operates  under  the  name  of  Lentz  Lumber  &  Supply  Company. 

During  World  War  I  he  was  a  member  of  the  6th  Regiment  Marine  Band 
and  saw  extensive  front-line  service  as  a  ”corpsmann  and  stretcher  bearer. 
His  Marine  Number  was  C— UJU30U2 •  He  joined  the  Marines  July  12,  1917,  "was 
mustered  out  Aug.  19,  1919,  following  23  months  service  in  the  European 
theatre.  He  married  Frances  Evalyn  Rafter  Jan.  20,  1922,  at  Holton,  Kans. 


FRANCES  EVAUN  RAFTER  LENTZ  (Called  SvaOyn.) 

Daughter  of  James  Taylor  and  Emma  Wolverton  Rafter. 

Evalyn  was  born  at  Circleville,  Kans.  April  16,  1899.  She  graduated 
from  Holton,  Kans.  High  School,  then  engaged  in  nursing,  taking  training 
at  Children’s  Mercy  Hospital.  She  later  worked  in  Chicago,  then  became 
Superintendent  of  the  hospital  at  Carrollton,  Mo.  During  World  War  II  she 
offered  her  services  and  nursed  at  Stormont  Hospital,  Topeka,  Kans.  Since 
19U6  she  has  been  bookkeeper  for  the  Lentz  Lumber  &  Supply  Co.,  Osage  City. 


CHILD  OF  JOHN  CLYDE  and  FRANCES  EVALYN  RAFTER  LENTZ 
__  -  ■  *  - -  ■  ■  ■■  ■■■  ■  ■  ■■  •  **  ■ 

WILLIAm  RAFTER 

Son  of  John  Clyde  and  Frances  Rafter  Lentz.  (See  above,  this  page.) 

William  Rafter  Lentz  was  bom  at  Manhattan,  Kans.  April  19,  192l|. 
After  graduating  from  the  Topeka,  Kans.  High  School  he  attended  Washburn 
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University  a  year;  then  on  April  19,  19U3  he  joined  the  Navy,  serving 
until  April  23,  19U6.  Alter  returning  from  the  Navy  he  spent  three  years 
at  the  University  of  Kansas,  Lawrence,  receiving  his  Bachelors  degree; 
then  continued  in  the  Medical.  School,  graduating  with  an  M.D.  degree  in 
195U*  He  did  his  internship  at  Mennoraha  Hospital,  Kansas  City,  in  195U- 
55,  and  is  now  practicing  medicine  in  his  own  clinic  at  Seneca,  Kans. 

He  is  a  member  of  Phi  Delta  Theta  fraternity. 

He  married  Doris  Jean  Taggert  June  13,  19U7  at  Topeka,  Kansas, 


DORIS  JEAN  TAGGERT  LENTZ 

Daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ethel  Taggert.  She  was  born  May  20,  192U,  at 
Topeka,  Kans.  She  graduated  from  Washburn  University;  thereafter  taught 
in  the  Topeka,  Kans.  schools  until  married. 


CHILDREN  OF  WILLIAM  RAFTER  and  DORIS  JEAN  TAGGERT  LENTZ 


LINDA  DIANNE 

Born  Sept.  30,  1952,  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

NANCY  JO 

Bom  Nov.  10,  1956,  at  Seneca,  Kansas. 

STEVEN  BRADLEY 

Bom  Feb.  23,  1958. 

*  -M-  #  #  #  -M-  *  -M-  #  #  *  *  #  *  *  #  # 


THE  FAMILY  OF 
EDWIN  JEWELL  and  BERTHA  LILLIAN  SAWHILL  LENTZ 


EDWIN  JEWELL  LENTZ 

Son  of  John  W.  and  Margaret  Mallinger  Lentz. 

Ed  was  bom  Nov.  19,  1878  at  Genoa,  Nebr.,  and  taken  to  Kansas  when 
a  baby.  He  was  raised  on  a  farm  two  and  one— half  miles  south  of  Whiting, 
Kans.  Following  his  marriage,  Sept.  15,  1901;,  to  Bertha  Lillian  Sawhill, 
they  lived  on  a  farm  across  the  road  from  his  father’s  place.  He  was  a 
brother  of  William  R.  Lentz,  and  their  wives  were  sisters.  (See  page  5l«) 

He  was  a  Methodist  and  practiced  his  religion  in  his  everyday  life. 
He  died  Oct.  6,  1936,  at  Holton,  Kans.,  and  is  buried  in  Holton  Cemetery. 


BERTHA  LILLIAN  SAWHILL  LENTZ 

Daughter  of  James  Alexander  and  Margaret  Virginia  Bruner  Sawhill. 

(See  page  8.) 

Bertha  was  bom  March  20,  1877  on  her  father’s  farm  four  and  a  half 
miles  northwest  of  Holton,  Kans.  She  attended  the  Maple  Grove  ungraded 
rural  school,  then  studied  music  at  Cairpbell  University,  from  which  she 
graduated  in  both  piano  and  voice.  She  was  known  throughout  the  community 
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as  an  excellent  vocalist  and  for  several  years  taught  voice  and  piano. 

After  her  husband* s  death  she  moved  to  Holton,  Kans.,  where  she  lived 
until  her  death  in  a  Kansas  City,  Mo.  hospital,  Sept,  5,  19U3* 


CHILDREN  OF  EDWIN  JEWELL  and  BERTHA  LILLIAN  SAWHILL  LENTZ 


'WILLIAM  ROY  (Called  Roy.) 

Born  Feb.  7,  1909  in  Jackson  County,  Kans.  Married  Catherine  Hina. 
No  children.  He  was  a  Corporal  in  the  Army  in  World  War  II.  He  lives 
(1958)  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

MARGARET  GERTRUDE 

Bom  June  23,  1913,  Married  Harry  W.  Jones,  Jr.  (See  below.) 
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THE  FAMILY  OF 
HARRY  W.  and  MARGARET  GERTRUDE  LENTZ  JONES 


HARRY  W.  JONES,  Jr. 

Son  of  Harry  W.,  Sr.,  and  Eva  A.  Hall  Jones. 

He  was  born  July  3?  1917  at  Hiawatha,  Kanso  He  is  a  farmer,  owning 
a  good  farm  near  Hiawatha.  He  was  in  the  Amy  Air  Force  during  World  War 
II,  serving  in  the  South  American  Area. 

He  married  Margaret  Gertrude  Lentz  Feb.  1,  19U2.  They  have  no  chil¬ 
dren. 


MARGARET  GERTRUDE  LENTZ  JONES 

Daughter  of  Edwin  Jewell  and  Bertha  Lillian  Sawhill  Lentz.  (See 

page  53.) 

Margaret  was  born  on  her  father’s  farm  near  Whiting,  Kans.  June  23, 
1913.  She  attended  rural  ungraded  school,  then  graduated  from  Whiting, 
Kans.  High  School.  She  is  an  accoiiplished  musician  and  plays  the  flute 
in  band  and  orchestra. 

Both  she  and  her  husband  are  Methodists. 
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